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We will proceed in the following way. I and a representative of
the other committee's chairman will ask questions for the finst hour.
Then representatives for the ranking minority members will have an to
pose questions. We will alternate this way untii our questions are
ppnpleted ‘

we w111 recess for a short lunch or not, as you maybe indicated,
and take other breaks, but please let us know when we are switchlng
questloners if you need some additional time for any reason. |

Durlng our questionlng, we will aim to have only one quest1oner
at a tlme An except1on to this may occur 1f an add1t10na1 staff member‘?
}‘equir'es,:a follow up for clarification. In such ‘instanc-‘es, it's usually
most efficient to do that as we proceed rather than at the end.

Also, because, obviously, the transcriptionist cannot record
gestures, We.esk that you answer orally, and if you forget to do this,
&he'transcripinnist may remind you to do so. The‘transcriptionist may
also ask you to Spell certain terms or unusual phrases that you might
use in your answers.

We hope to proceed methodically and generally chronologically, and
some of our questions might appear to be basic, but this is done to help
us clearly establish facts and to clearly understand the situation in
Libya.

We ask that you give complete and fulsome replies to questions
based on your best recollections. Please provide unclassified

information to the greatest extent possible. If it's necessary to

provide classified information in response to questions, everyone in



this room is cleared to the top secret level, and therefore, you should
not hesitate to phovide relevant information and details up to that.
?classificafion ievel.

'Fyrthermore; if a question is unclear or if you are uncertain in
:your-r'ga'sbqns‘"e, please let us know. If you do know or remember the answer
to a questidn'qr dgfﬁot'nemember, simply say SO.

Yoﬁ_shbuld also understand that although this interview is not
under oath, by'léw,;you are required to'answer qdestiongxfnom Congres§
&ruthfully;}inclhdingvquestions poééd by staffers in an interview such
as this.

po you understand these circumstances?

General Ham. I do.

AR\ —_ Thank you. Is there any reason you are unable to
provide your'own truthful answers to today's questions?

General Ham. No such reason.

AR\ __ Thank you. Pursuant to an agreement between the
Armed Services and Oversight and Government Reform Committees and the
Department of Defense, a transcript of today's proceedings will be
provided to the Department as soon as it is prepared. The Department
will confirm that the transcript contains top secret material, or
alternatively, it will apply a lower classification to the document.
The document -- has also agreed to return the original transcript to
the committees, along with a second version that includes only secret
information.

In conducting this work, the Department has agreed not to share



the contents of previous interview transcripts with interviewees
fsubsequently appearing before the committee or to use these documents
to prepare interviewees for their appearances.

Mith this in mind, has the Department mede any classified
tpanscriptién"from preyious interviews available to you in preparing
for tbday? |

General Ham. They have not.

AR\ _ Frnally, I note that you are accompanled by an
attorney fr‘om the Department of Defense. I ask the DOD coun-sel to please
state your name for the record and any statements you may wish to make.

Mr. R1chards My name is Edward Richards. I'm:

Agency counsel And before we begin, I'd just like to take a minute
to state for the record that General Ham, a highly decorated 40-year
ﬁrmy veteran and fermer combatant commander, has cooperated fully with
the numerous Benghazi-related Congressional investigations to date.
Specifically, he accompanied CongressmanvChaffetz on his tour of the
U.S. facilities in Tripoli in October 2012. Further, he provided a
telephonic Benghazi briefing to Senators McCain and Graham on October
19th, 2012. General Ham also briefed the chairman and ranking member
of the Senate Homeland Security and Government Reform Committee on
December 6th, 2012, to assist in their bipartisan Benghazi
investigation and report. Additionally, General Ham provided a
classified briefing regarding Benghazi to members of the House Oversight
and Government Reform Committee, along with Congressman Rohrabacher,

on March 15th, 2013, per Chairman Issa's request.
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