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Ms. Jackson. Good morning.

This is a transcribed interview of _ conducted by
the House Select Committee on Benghazi. The interview is being
conducted voluntarily as part of the committee's investigation into
the attacks on the U.S. diplomatic facilities in Benghazi, Libya, and
related matters pursuant to House Resolution 567 of the 113th Congress
and House Resolution 5 of the 114th Congress.

Sir, would you give us your full name, please?

Ms. Jackson. And would you spell your last name for the record?

| T |

Ms. Jackson. Agent -, we appreciate your appearance

here before the committee today.

Again, my name is Sharon Jackson, and I am with the committee's
majority staff. And we will just have -- we have introduced ourselves
already, but we will do it again.

You are accompanied by Austin Evers of the State Department's
counsel's office; is that correct?

ve. |- Yes.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

Representative Westmoreland.

Mr. Westmoreland. From Georgia.

Mr. Desai. Ronak Desai with the minority staff.
Mr. Woolfork. Brent Woolfork with the minority staff.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. I'm Susanne Sachsman Grooms with the




minority.

Ms. Barrineau. I'm Sara Barrineau with the majority staff.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

And Dana Chipman, who you met, is with the majority staff. He
stepped outside. We think we will be joined by Representative Susan
Brooks at some point this morning, too.

vr. |- okaey.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

Let me just give you the ground rules. I was a Federal prosecutor
for a lot of years, and so I'm used to talking to agents about the ground
rules of grand jury testimony and trial testimony and things like that,
and I'm sure you've heard them in your past career also. But I would
just like to take a few minutes and talk about how this interview will
proceed,

In this committee, the questions will be asked by a member of the
majority staff first, and that will be me. And I will ask questions
for up to 1 hour, and then we will take a break. And I will turn it
over to the minority, and they will ask questions for up to 1 hour.
And we will go back and forth until each side has exhausted all of the
questions that they have of you regarding your time in Benghazi, Libya,
and related matters.

Questions can only be asked by a member of the committee, such
as Representative Westmoreland, or a member of the staff. And we will
strictly adhere to that 1-hour rule on each side.

Unlike testimony, grand jury testimony, trial testimony, or a



deposition that you may have given in Federal or State court, we are
not bound by the rules of evidence. And so anything like hearsay or
things like that don't apply in a committee.

The only thing that we do recognize and may recoghize is an
objection for privilege. And that would then be reviewed by the
chairman of the committee, Trey Gowdy, and he would make a decision
as to whether to honor that privilege objection or not. So Members
and members of the staff cannot raise objections. Only you and/or your
counsel can raise an objection for privilege. It is not an issue that
we have encountered, but I just wanted to flag it for your attention.

We also are starting here in an unclassified setting. So if any
question that is answered from you calls for an answer that you would
have to give that would be a classified matter, just let us know, and
we will either withdraw the question or hold it for a classified
setting. And we can go into a classified setting, but we are intending
to start and get as much information as we can in an unclassified setting
this morning.

You came with Mr. Evers this morning, as the agency's counsel,
and you are welcome to confer with him at any time. If at any time
you want to step outside or have a private moment with him, just let
us know, and we will give you whatever time you need to confer with
Mr. Evers this morning.

I'm sure he's talked to you about his role this morning, that he
is here as the agency's counsel and not your personal counsel. Do you

understand that?



we. . ves.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

We also have a court reporter with us, or an official transcriber
with us. Sorry, that is back to my days of court reporters. But the
official reporter is, like in a court of law, taking down everything
that is said. So the rules, like being in court, is all answers have
to be out loud and verbal and that we should refrain from talking over
each other. It is very difficult; I do it myself all the time. But
if we can make an effort to wait until a question is finished before
giving an answer, and I will do my very best to wait until your answer
is finished before I go on with my next question.

We will take a break whenever you want. If you would like a break
before the hour is finished, just let us know, and we will break.

We have water available, we have coffee available, so just let
us know. We are trying to make you as comfortable as possible this
morning.

As with any investigation that you're in, you're required to give
truthful testimony here today. And we ask that you give us your best
recollection. We understand that we are going back 4 or more years
in time to a short TDY detail that you had in Benghazi, so we understand
that memories fade over time. But we do ask that you reach back in
there, get the cobwebs away, and give us your best recollection.

If you can't answer a question but you think there was another
person who was present, you know, you can always give us the name of

someone else who might have that piece of information. But if you



honestly don't remember the answer to a question, just tell us. It's
just perfectly human nature not to remember everything in vivid detail.

If at any time you don't understand a question or missed part of
it because your mind was racing ahead, as mine often does, just ask
us to repeat or rephrase the question in any way, because we want to
make sure that you understand what we're asking before you give us your
answer.

Do you have any questions about the process that we're going to
follow today?

Mr. IIIIIIIIIIL No.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

Do you understand that you are required to answer questions from
Congress truthfully?

ve. |- ves.

Ms. Jackson. Okay. And that includes members of the staff of
this committee, that you're required to give truthful answers.

ve. |- Yes.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

And as a Federal law enforcement agent, I'm sure you understand
that providing false testimony could subject you to penalties of
perjury or making a false statement. Do you understand that?

vr. . 1 vnderstand.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

Is there any reason that you know of, as you sit here today, that

you would not be able to answer the questions truthfully today?



ve. |- .

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

All right. Well, that's the end of the ground rules. It's
10:18, I think.

Does the minority have anything they would like to add?

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. No.

Thank you for coming.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

And I'd like to introduce Representative Susan Brooks from my home
State of Indiana.

Mrs. Brooks. Good morning.

Ms. Jackson. And so, at this point, we'll start with the first
hour of questioning by me, okay?

EXAMINATION
BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Agent ], how long have you been with Diplomatic
Security?

A I've been with Diplomatic Security a little over 15 years.

Q And did you have any military or law enforcement background
before you joined DS?

A Yes. I had a military background.

Q Okay. And would you tell us about that?

A Yes. I spent a total of 1@ years on Active U.S. Army
military duty in the Field Artillery Branch.

Q Okay.



And in what year did you join Diplomatic Security?

A I joined back in 1999, -

Q It would have been easier if it was- of '98, but you missed
it by a year.

Can you give us a summary of your various assignments within DS
over the past 15 years?

A Yes. I have been assigned to our resident office in -
_. That was 2 years.

From there, I was assigned as an assistant regional security
officer at the U.S. Embassy in _ From there -- oh, I was
there for 1 year.

From there, I went to the U.S. consulate general i_
-, and I served as the regional security officer for 3 years.

After that assignment, I was the regional security officer at the
U.S. Embassy in _, for 2 years.

And after that assignment, I returned to the U.S. as the resident
agent in charge of the resident office, DS resident office, in-
B [ did that for 2 years.

From there, I transferred to the- field office, Diplomatic
Security, and served 3 years.

Q And --

A After that --

Q Okay. Go ahead.

A After that, I served 1 year at the U.S. Embassy in-
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And you're getting ready to go to _?

Yes.

@)

>

Q Okay. And will that be this summer?

A It could be within the next couple of weeks. I'm currently
going through Arabic training at the Foreign Service Institute.

Q Uh-huh.

A I'm just waiting for orders.

Q Okay. How's that training going?

A Great.

Q It's a challenging language.

A it 1%,

Q Yes. Yes.

While you were assigned to the - field office, is that when
you took the temporary duty assignment in Benghazi, Libya?

A Yes.

Q Okay. How did that come about?

A At the time, we were getting tasked -- our office was getting
tasked to send agents to both Tripoli, the U.S. Embassy in Tripoli,
Libya, and also to the U.S. Mission in Benghazi. So I was scheduled

to go to Benghazi in June of 2011.

Q Uh-huh.
A But I couldn't go because I needed _
Q That's kind of a drastic measure to undergo to get out of

going to Benghazi.

A Right.
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But you ended up having to go after _?

Yes.

» O

Q Okay. And when did you go then?

A It was later on that year. I departed for Benghazi on
October 24, 2011.

Q And do you recall when you arrived in Benghazi?

A It took 2 days to arrive in Benghazi because I overnighted
in Istanbul, Turkey.

Q And how long were you in Benghazi?v

A I was there approximately 53 days on the ground.

Q Now, you said that your - field office was being
tasked. So was there some directive from on high that came down and
said X number of spots have to be filled out of the- field office?
Or what do you recall about that?

A That I don't recall. I just recall being asked to go by
the assistant special agent in charge of the - field office.

Q Did you have to draw straws?

A No.

Q No? Okay.

A No. I was just one of four supervisory special agents at
the time, and they were looking for somebody to fill in as the acting
regional security officer in Benghazi.

Q So they wanted someone of a supervisory level.

A Correct.

Q Okay. Was there any other specialized training that you
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had had that was a requirement to go over to Benghazi?

A Yes. I went to a high-threat training earlier that year.
I believe it was February of 2011.

Q Okay. And that was a requirement, that you had to be
high-threat-trained to go to Benghazi?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

And were you specifically requested to go to Benghazi versus
Tripoli?

A Yes. I knew from the beginning that it was going to be
Benghazi.

Q And did you know that you were going to be essentially the
acting agent in charge or the agent in charge once you got to Benghazi?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And, initially, did you know you were going to be
there for 53 days?

A Yes.

Q Okay. MWere you to be there a longer period of time?

A They asked me to extend.

Q And your answer was?

A My answer was no because I already had plans_
for Christmas.

Q Okay. Was that request made to you after you got there or
before you left?

A After.
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Q After. Okay.

So when you went into Benghazi, what did you understand was going
to be the length and the scope of your assignment?

A Let me see if I recall.

I know that it was going to be 45 days, the length in Benghazi --

Q Okay.

A -- at the time, yes.

Q So you extended a little bit but not --

A I had to extend due to the fact that they were looking for
another supervisory special agent to send and it was a difficult time
in the year, during the Christmas vacation.

Q Nobody wants to depart between Thanksgiving and Christmas

and the new year.

A Right.

Q Okay.

A So I ended up extending for about a week.
Q Okay.

And what did you understand you would be doing on a day-to-day
basis once you arrived in Benghazi?

A I was going to function as their regional security officer,
providing security for, you know, the classified equipment that we
had -- it was limited -- also, the facility and the Americans that were
there at the time.

Q Okay.

Mr. Westmoreland. Susan, could you find out what facility that
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they're talking --
Ms. Jackson. When he got there?

Mr. Westmoreland. Yeah, when he got there.

Ms. Jackson. Uh-huh. Yes. I absolutely can.
Mrs. Brooks. You called her Susan. That's Sharon.

Mr. Westmoreland. I mean Sharon.

Ms. Jackson. That's all right. We've been interchangeable for
years.

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q When you arrived in Benghazi, where were the American
personnel, the State Department personnel, physically located?

A It was called the U.S. Special Mission in Benghazi. And
it was approximately 24 kilometers from the airport.

Q Okay. And what was the physical layout? Were you in a
hotel? Were you in a compound? Can you describe the physical layout
of this U.S. Special Mission?

A Yes. It was a compound comprised of three separate villas.

Q Did you name them something? Were they villas 1, 2, 3? A,
B; ‘CP

A Yes, we named them. We had them named Villa A, Villa B,
and villa C.

And in between Villa A and Villa C, we had openings through the
concrete wall so that we could drive through, you know, at least from
Villa A to Villa B. We couldn't drive to Villa C because we only had

a pedestrian walkthrough. But, you know, we had external gates that
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went into Villa C.

Q So, as I understand it, each of the villas was separately
walled. They had a wall around --

A Right.

Q -- each of the -- Villa A had a concrete wall all the way

around it, as did villa B and as did Vvilla C.

A Correct.

Q And they were all contiguous?

A I'm sorry?

Q They were all adjacent to one another?
A Yes.

Q There were no villas in between --

A No.

Q -- or open in between --

A They were all adjacent.

Mr. Westmoreland. Sharon?

Ms. Jackson. Yes?

Mr. Westmoreland. How big would you say that area was? Each of

these walled areas, what did they encompass? Two acres? An acre? A

half-acre? Do you have any idea?

vr. - I have no idea.

Mr. Westmoreland. A football field?

vr. JBl. Vvilla Cwas about alittle over a football field.
The same thing -- Villa B, which was in the center, was about a football

field or a little bit less. And Villa A was the smaller of the three.



16

Mr. Westmoreland. Smaller.

Mr. _; Yes.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay. So -- okay.

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q And, as I understand it, there was an opening between Villa
A and Villa B where vehicles could drive through freely?

A Yes.

Q Okay. But only a pedestrian egress or ingress or whatever
you might want to call it between B and C.

A Yes.

Q Okay. And each of the villas then had its own vehicle
entrance?

A Each villa had -- okay, let's go back. Villa A had two
vehicle entrances.

Q Uh-huh.

A Villa C had two vehicle entrances. And Villa B had only
one vehicle entrance.

Q Okay.

And approximately what was the height of the walls of each of the
villas?

Mr. Evers. If you remember.

ve. . 1 don't remember.

Ms. Jackson. Taller than you?

ve. . ves.

Ms. Jackson. Okay. Twice as tall as you?
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Mr. Evers. Do you want to ask the witness how tall he is?
Ms. Jackson. That's a valid question.
vr. . 1 don't recall, but I know they were higher than
me.
BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Okay. And you're somewhere between - and .?

' ]
Q - Okay. So would you say they were at least 6' tall?
A Yes.
Q Okay.

When you arrived in Benghazi, what did the Diplomatic Security
team look 1like? How many agents were there? What was their experience
level? Had they been in Benghazi before? Did they arrive with you?
If you could describe the Diplomatic Security team that you assumed
leadership of in Benghazi.

A Right.

When I arrived, I met with the acting regional security officer,
_, who was departing as the person that I was going to
replace. And then there were several other junior agents in different
stages of the temporary duty. SowhenI arrived, there were five agents
on the ground, and I was the sixth agent.

Q And, of the five, one of them was _?

A well, JJJj was the sixth agent, but he --

Q Okay.

A

-- ended up overlapping with me 1 day, and then he left the
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following day.
Q Okay. So, once Agent - left, there were six total

agents, including yourself.

A Yes.
Q Okay. Were you the most senior of experience of the agents?
A Yes.
Q Okay. What was the level of experience of the other five?

If you can recall, you know, ranges from -- were they all under 5 years?
Five to 1@ years? To the best of your recollection.

A I don't recall.

Q Varying levels of experience?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Were they all high-threat-trained?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Had any of them worked as an ARSO or RSO before?
A I don't recall.

Q Do you recall if any of them had?

A I don't recall.

Q Okay. All right.

Mrs. Brooks. I have a quick question, Sharon.

Ms. Jackson. Yes?

Mrs. Brooks. Had you ever done -- had you done a TDY before in
your previous assignments?

ve. L ves.

Mrs. Brooks. But you indicated that you had just finished
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high-threat training prior to this --

ve. . okey. VYes.

Mrs. Brooks. -- training; is that right?

Mr. _; That's correct.

Mrs. Brooks. So none of your TDYs previously had required the
high-threat training?

vr. . Risht. That is correct.

Mrs. Brooks. Okay. Okay.

Thank you.

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Of the agents that were in your team, were any of them from
the MSD, or Mobile Security Detachment?

A No.

Q Okay.

Were there any Department of Defense assets either in Benghazi
or in Tripoli?

A When I arrived in Benghazi, there was a Marine Corps
colonel, an 0-6, that was in Benghazi for about a week. He stayed in
Benghazi for about a week after I arrived and then went back to Tripoli.

Q Okay. He was assigned in Tripoli?

Mr. Evers. If you know.

Mr. _; I don't know.

BY MS. JACKSON:
Q Okay. He just went back to Tripoli?

A Yes.



20

Q Okay. What was he doing in Benghazi?

A He was having some meetings. I don't recall the folks that
he was meeting with. But, normally, he would have his meetings on the
outside or go with the Envoy to joint meetings.

Q At the time that you went in, the Tripoli Embassy had
reopened; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And that had occurred in September of 2811°?

A I don't know.

Q Okay. It was open when you got there in late October?
A Yes.

Q Okay.

Mr. Westmoreland. Could I --

Ms. Jackson. Yes?

Mr. Westmoreland. This particular colonel -- did you say he was

a colonel, a Marine?

we. . ves.

Mr. Westmoreland. -- and the Envoy, who provided security for

them when they went to these meetings?

Mr. _; It was part of my team.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay. So you just don't remember where they

went or who they met with, because, I mean, you all furnished the

security for them to go somewhere.

Mr. _; Yes. Yes.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay.
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Mr. _; I would stay behind at the Special Mission in our
Tactical Operations Center, and I would monitor. The younger agents
would provide the security for both Envoy Chris Stevens and the Marine
Corps colonel.

Mr. Westmoreland. But, typically, you would've known where your

agents were going.

vr. - Yes. I knew all the time due to the fact that

they were carrying a _, and I had a display on my TOC
where, you know, it pinpointed where each — was within

the city.

Mr. Westmoreland. So you knew where they were at; you just didn't

know who they were meeting with.

Mr. _; Yes.

Mr. Evers. Do you mind if I just clarify?

Did you know at the time who they were meeting with and you just
don't remember today?

Sorry. I wasn't sure -- I think that was a slightly different
question.

Ms. Jackson. That was going to be my followup question.

Mr. Evers. Okay. Well, and it's your interview. I just
thought it was a little bit different.

Ms. Jackson. Right.

Mr. _; No, I never -- I don't recall.

Ms. Jackson. Right.

BY MS. JACKSON:
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Q But you would have known what building they were going to
go to and there would have been an advance team that went out before
they made a movement?

A Yes.
Q Okay.

You talked about the || | that the Envoy had. Did

everyone have one of those?
A No, the Envoy didn't have one. The agents in the security

team had one each, and then we had one in the vehicle.

Q Okay. And so you could monitor the movements because of
that.

A Yes.,

Q Okay. Could those movements have been monitored back at

DS Command Center also?

A I don't know.

Q Okay. Could they be monitored in Tripoli?

A I don't know.

Q Okay.

Going back for a moment, was there an RSO in Tripoli when you were
in Benghazi?

A Yes.

Q Who was that?

A - -- I don't recall his last name. -

Does the last name of _ sound correct?

.

» QO
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Q Okay. Recognition is so much better than recall.

A Yes.

Q - I had a judge tell me that years ago.

Did you report to the RSO in Tripoli, or did you report directly
to someone in Diplomatic Security back at main State?

A I reported back to Diplomatic Security.

Q And who in particular did you report to?

A The desk officer mainly, || GzGz:N@-

o N’

A Yes.

Q Okay. And tell me a little bit about his role as the desk
officer. Help us understand what a desk officer does.

A Originally, that was the first person that I contacted once
I knew I was going to go to Benghazi. And he started, you know, telling
me a little bit about the Special Mission, and, also, he put me in
contact with the acting RSO, _ And _ started
to send me, or started to copy me on, you know, the issues that he was
working on during the time.

Q Did you get any type of briefing or materials to look at
or emails back and forth with ||| regarding the security
situation in Benghazi and Libya generally?

A I did, but basically what I got from him was the issues that
he was having and, you know, what he was requesting in terms of security
upgrades.

Q Okay. What were some of the issues that you were going to
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walk into as the head security guy at the U.S. Special Mission in
Benghazi?

Mr. Evers. Do you understand the question?

Mr, II.IIIIIIL No.

Can you be more specific?

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Were there specific issues or particular security risks

that Mr. - or others advised you of? Basically, what did you

think you were getting into?

A Is this in terms of, you know, the danger --
0 Yes.

A -- in Benghazi at the time?

0 Yes.

A No.

Q Okay. So what was your general understanding of the safety
and security of Benghazi before going in?

A That it was -- it wasn't as dangerous, you know, during the
time that I was about to go over there.

Q So it had stabilized a bit?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

Mr. Westmoreland. Had there been any tripwires that you were

notified of or any probes that they were concerned about -- or felt
like that there may have been some probes or what they would've called

a tripwire, I guess, that would have made them sit down and reevaluate?
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Were you aware of any of those things?
Mr. _; I was not aware of any of them before I arrived
in Benghazi.

Mr. Westmoreland. So you were not aware of them, but, once you

got there, were you made aware of them? Or was there just none that
you remember?
Mr. _; There were none after I arrived --

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay.

Mr. __._ -- and during the time that I was there.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay.

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q There were none tripped? Or there were no tripwires?

A I do not recall seeing any tripwires while I was there.

Q Did you have tripwires at other posts you have been assigned
to?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

Did you have any Emergency Action Committee meetings while you
were in Benghazi?

A The Action Committee meetings were at the U.S. Embassy. We
had smaller meetings between the Americans that were at the time in
Benghazi. Yes, we did have one.

Q One formal EAC or semiformal EAC?

A Semiformal, yes.

Q Okay. But when you would have these smaller group
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meetings, would you then report to Tripoli or to main State?

A To Tripeli.

Q To Tripoli?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And why did you have this one EAC that you recall?

A This EAC was about the safety of the airport in Benghazi,
because none of the other Americans that were in Benghazi had used,
you know, the airlines to fly into the airport in Benghazi. It was
a special flag from Souda Bay, Greece, to Benghazi on a chartered
airplane.

Q And so the Emergency Action Committee meeting was about
whether American citizens would be allowed to use the Benghazi airport?

A First of all, I had to go to the airport and assess the
security of the -- the security apparatus in the airport.

Q And did you do that personally or assign it to any of the
agents who were working for you?

A I assigned it to one of the agents.

Q Okay. And then did you review that security report?

A Yes, I did.

Q Okay. And did you concur with the findings?

A I concurred, yes.

Q Okay. And what was the general assessment of the Benghazi
airport?

A That the security was good. They looked at the equipment

to make sure that it was functional -- walkthrough metal detectors,
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x-ray machines -- and that, you know, the employees running them knew
what they were doing.

Mr. Westmoreland. Can I just ask, Sharon?

Ms. Jackson. Uh-huh.

Mr. Westmoreland. Who was providing the security for the

airport?

Mr. _; Can you be more specific? Are you asking --

Mr. Westmoreland. Was this some unit, some paramilitary unit?

Was it Blue Mountain? Was it the 17th Brigade? Or was it Qadhafi
military? Or was it just a local police force?

Mr. _; I don't recall. They weren't wearing military
uniforms. But I don't recall exactly what part of the government was
providing security at the airport at the time.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay. But was the government still

semi-functioning at the airports?

Mr., -; The employees at the airport were functioning,

and they were functioning efficiently at the time.
BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Do you recall approximately when it was in your 53 days in
Benghazi when you did this? Was it at the beginning or was it closer
to the end or in the middle, if you recall?

A I think it was towards the beginning.

Q Okay.

Do you recall that the Benghazi airport was closed on or around

November 5 due to armed protests occurring there?
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A What date was that?

Q On or around November 5.

A Around November 5.

Q Or let me ask more generally.

A Sure.

Q Do you remember the airport being closed due to armed

protests during the time that you were in Benghazi?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

A I do remember that.

Q All right. And what can you tell us about that?

A I know that, you know, when we heard about the armed protest
at the airport, we stayed away from the airport during that time until,
you know, the situation got better.

Q And, then, do you recall whether your security survey of
the airport occurred before or after this incident with the armed
protest at the airport?

A I don't recall.

Q Okay.

Can you describe for us generally the internal security that was
in and around Benghazi? Such as, was there any type of local police
force? Was there anything that would be maybe the equivalent of a
national guard? Was there Libyan military? What, if any, security
apparatus or forces existed in Benghazi when you were there?

A The times that I went out with my security team, I remember
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seeing police at most of the intersections. I know we had five armed
security from the -- what was it -- the February 17th Brigade that was
staying in our compound at the time.

Q Did you have any other local guard force other than the Feb
17 Brigade?

A Yes, we did.

Q Okay. And describe -- were they from a company? Or how

did they get hired, if you know?

A I remember having two shifts of unarmed guards to --

Q Unarmed guards?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

A -- you know, to man the entry points to the Special Mission,

to the compound, and also the walkways and also to patrol throughout
the entire compound.

We had two shifts. There was a dayshift and there was a
nightshift comprised of approximately 12 guards in each shift. And
the contract was run by -- I know that it was a contract, but I don't
know the particulars of, you know, who was running the contract.

Q Okay. While you were there, were there problems with this
local guard force?

A Yes. The main problem was that a lot of them wanted to
return to school, to the university, so I was having a constant
turnover, and sometimes, you know, we had less folks than we were

supposed to have.
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Q Did you have problems with people showing up late, leaving
early?

A I had a couple of people that showed up late, didn't show
up at all. And when that happened, I had to try to hire more people.

Q And did you have hiring authority, or did that work through
the contractor?

A I didn't have hiring authority. What I did was I conducted
the interviews.

Q So whoever had the contract would bring you a prospective
candidate and you would interview that person?

A I don't recall.

Q Let me ask this. What was your assessment of the level of
training? Sort of, what skills did they bring? Were you satisfied
with their skill set or not satisfied?

A I wasn't satisfied with a lot of them because they didn't
have the skill set.

Q Okay. Can you tell us what -- can you elaborate on that?

A A lot of them had been unemployed for years or were students
at the time so they didn't have any experience in that line of work.

Q Did you and the other agents attempt to do any training with
them, or was that the responsibility of their boss?

A During the time that I was there, we conducted classes on
the different -- you know, how to work the walkthrough metal detectors
and so forth. Yes, we conducted some classes after they were hired.

Q Is that typical for a post?
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A No, it's not.

Q Just to make sure I understand, it's typical that whoever
the contractor brings in would have the requisite skills to do their
job?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Or that the contractor would do the training?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And so this was atypical.

A Atypical.

Q At any point, did you or any of the other Diplomatic Security

agents recommend that the contract be terminated?

A I don't recall. It's --
Q Been a while.
A Yeah.

Mr. Westmoreland. May I?

Ms. Jackson. Sure. Go right ahead.

Mr. Westmoreland. This 17 February Brigade, you mentioned that

there was five armed members of the brigade?

Mr.

Yes. Living in the compound?

Mr. Westmoreland. Living in the compound.

Mr. Yes.

Mr. Westmoreland. So they were armed?

Mr. Yes.

Mr. Westmoreland. Now, the 12 was not armed; is that correct?

Mr. _; Right. The local guard force.
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Mr. Westmoreland. The local guard force.

Mr. -; Yes.

Mr. Westmoreland. Now, where were the five from? Were they from

the 17th Brigade also?

Mr. _; Yas,

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay. So they had better training. At least

they were able to carry their weapon --

Mr. __._ Yes.

Mr. Westmoreland. -- and knew which end was the bad end, I guess.

Mr. _; I'm sorry?

Mr. Westmoreland. I said they knew which end of the gun was the

bad end --
o, . O, ves.
Mr. Westmoreland. -- or the one to use.

Mr. Westmoreland. Did you ever see any technicals, what people

call technicals, that the 17th -- that that brigade may have had, as

far as something mounted in the back of a pickup or heavier weaponry?

vr. |- No. I did not.

Mr. Westmoreland. So, since there were 12 there, you know -- and

I guess there was 12 on the dayshift and 12 on the nightshift?
Mr. _; You're talking about local guard forces, right --

Mr. Westmoreland. VYes.

Mr. -; -- manning the gates and --

Mr. Westmoreland. Yes.
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Mr. _; -- doing the patrols?

Mr. Westmoreland. Yes.

ve. L Ves.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay. So, with the number of gates, that was

approximately two per gate that you had for the three villas?

Mr. __._ I don't recall how many per gate.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay.

Mr. _; But I remember that there were different stations
that they needed to man.

Mr. Westmoreland. Were there any alarm buttons at these gates,

or was the area small enough that you could have seen it, or was there
any alarm notice? Or were these guys -- I mean, how were they going
to contact you if there was something that was going on that they felt
like you needed to know about?

Mr. _; First of all, we had a closed-circuit camera in
the Tactical Operations Center, and whenever they needed to contact
us, they would use a handheld radio.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay. But those guys were unarmed?

vr. . risht.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay.

And was there a commander or somebody that was over each shift
there, or was that your responsibility?
Mr. -_.“ There was a shift supervisor with each shift.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay.

(I cxhibit No. 1
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Was marked for identification.]
BY MS. JACKSON:

Q I want to show you what I've marked as deposition Exhibit 1
and ask if you would take just a few minutes to review that.

For the record, this is a two-page document that is marked with
a document number C05390964. It's anemail chain at the top from -- the
first name at the top is from _ And the date is
November 15, 2811, at 10:06 a.m.

And I'd ask you to just take a moment to review that, and then
I'm going to ask you a few questions about this document.

Now, you're not an author of any of the emails in this document;
is that correct?

A Right.

Q Okay. Are you familiar with the people who are
mentioned --

A Yes.

Q -- in this?

Going to the bottom of the first page of this exhibit, it's to

o I o vos I’
A _ was one of the agents there at the time. And

he was assigned -- I believe he was assigned by _ because

he was there before my arrival. And he was working with the local guard
force.
Q That was one of his responsibilities as one of the DS agents

there?
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A Yes.

Q Okay.

And then it's from an individual whose first name I'm only going
to use as -, - And if you know how to pronounce the last
name, I would welcome you to do so.

A I had problems also, so yeah. But he was one of the junior
agents that was already in Benghazi when I arrived, and he was also
working in training the local guard force.

Q Okay.

A He was getting ready to depart Benghazi, and then he turned
it over to _, who was going to stay there a little bit longer.

Q Okay.

So - sends this email to -, what I would describe as
outlining issues with the local guard force; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q As you have reviewed essentially all of page 2, would you
say that - has done an accurate synopsis of the issues with the local

guard force?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Were these issues that were discussed with you?
A Yes:

Q Okay. And did you concur in the recommendations that were

made? On page 2, there's a series of recommendations.
A Yes.

Q I also noticed under "Issues" and number 1, when they are
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writing about not being able to be at full staff, that it says -- and
I'm quoting from part of subparagraph 1 -- "It is a security concern
for me because it leaves sections of the 13-acre compound unmanned."

Do you see that there?

A Yes.

Q Would that be an accurate assessment of how large the
compound was?

A Actually, I don't know how big it was, but I know it was
big.

Q Okay. Okay.

All right. And so was this, in many respects, a transition
document from - to -?

Mr. Evers. If you know.

Ms. Jackson. Or meant to be a transition document?

Mr. Evers. If you know.

Mr. _; I don't know.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

Mr. Westmoreland. Could I --

Ms. Jackson. VYes,

Mr. Westmoreland. If both of these -- and this is just

curiosity -- if both of these agents were in Benghazi, why do you think
one was emailing the other one rather than just talking to him, I mean,
and writing these out and saying, you know, "-, here, this is what
is going on"? I mean, surely you all had a meeting every morning or

at least once a week or something where you would sit down and talk
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to people.

And I'm just curious, I mean, if you have a junior agent, it just
seems to me that he would have copied the RSO on something that he was
sending to another agent that had to do with the guard service.

Does that seem weird to you, that he wouldn't have just discussed
this or that he wouldn't have copied the RSO on the email?

Mr. Evers. If you know.

ve. |- T don't know.

I don't recall when- left Benghazi, but -- yeah, I don't recall
if this was after the fact, after he had left Benghazi, and sent -
- this information. I just don't recall.

Mr. Westmoreland. Well, I'm just saying, it just says, "Since

I have taken over the LGF" -- I'm assuming that stands for "local guard
force™?

Mr. _; Yes.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay -- "program." So it sounds like he's

still there and he's just passing on his concerns to -, copying
Bl but you're not in the chain there is what just -- I mean, you
know. And neither is - That just seems a little weird to me,
but --

vr. . veil, I w25 already gone by this time.

Mr. Westmoreland. Okay.
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RPTR KERR

EDTR CRYSTAL

[11:10 a.m.]
BY MS. JACKSON:

Q If I can direct your attention to the bottom third of the
first page, where it is from _ to _, and the date
is Tuesday, November 15, 2011, at 3:58 a.m. I'm assuming that's
3:58 a.m. D.C. time as opposed to Benghazi time. But in that short
paragraph it says, "JJJJj. Thought you would want to know what's going
on with the LGF, if we can still call it that. We feel powerless to
do anything about this, as the perception is that Washington is holding
the strings, but they also want Benghazi to go away.”

Do you have a -- can you tell us what that means? If you know?

A I don't know.

Q Okay. All right. Do you recall any sentiments discussed
with the agents that you were with that you were powerless in any respect
to deal with the local guard force?

A I don't recall, no.

Q Okay. Before I turn to another topic, I have about
10 minutes left, so I'm going to ask Representative Brooks or
Westmoreland if they have any questions they would like to ask in our
remaining time of this session.

Mrs. Brooks. I have a question with respect to Exhibit 1. What

vos I os::on
vr. [ l. He wes the desk officer in --
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Mrs. Brooks. Libya?

Mr. _; No. In Washington, D.C.

Mrs. Brooks. Okay.

Ms. Jackson. Was he like your lifeline?

we. . Ves.

Mrs. Brooks. Do you have any idea how long he'd been the desk
officer for this assignment.

Mr. IIIIIIIII;_ No.

Mrs. Brooks. Okay.

Mr. Westmoreland. Who was _?

Mr. Evers. _?

Mr. Westmoreland. Huh?

Mr. Westmoreland. _, I'm sorry.

Mr. -; I don't know.

Mr. Westmoreland. You don't have any idea who it is?

Mr. IIIIIIIIII; No.
S T

Mr.

I cannot discuss it in this -- in this forum.

Mrs. Brooks. Okay.

Mr . But I would be able to --

Mrs. Brooks. -- to discuss it in a classified setting?

Mr. Yes.

Mrs. Brooks. Okay.
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vs. sackson. | >  © o

know?

Okay. We will reserve that question for later. I don't want to
go into a whole nother topic area.

Mrs. Brooks. Okay.

Ms. Jackson. So at this time, why don't we take a break. It is
11:12, and let's take a 1@-, 15-minute break. There is water here.
Would you like a cup of coffee or tea or anything like that?

Mr. _; No, just water.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

[Recess. ]

Mr. Woolfork. We can go back on the record. The time is
currently 11:27.

EXAMINATION
BY MR. WOOLFORK:

Q Mr., _, my name is Frank Woolfork. I'm minority
staff. I'm joined by Susan Sachsman Grooms and my other colleague,
Ronak Desai, from minority staff.

Again, thank you very much for appearing before us today. We
certainly understand that appearing before Congress would be
daunting, so we'll try to make this process as simple and
straightforward as possible. And certainly understand that it's been
a number of years since you were actually in Benghazi, so we certainly
understand that it might be hard to recall some of these questions.

But I just wanted to go back to actually when you were in the Army.
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What was the decision to join DS? Did you -- had thought about that
while you were in the Army to join DS or did you do something in the
meantime?

A That's a good question. At the time I was stationed with
the U.S. Mil Group in Caracas, Venezuela, and my job was as a -- I was
an exchange instructor. I was an artillery instructor at the
schoolhouse at Fort Sill, and they -- they sent me to Venezuela in an
exchange program, and they sent a Venezuelan major to Fort Sill, and
they had been doing this for many years. So my job over there was to

teach fire support to the newly commissioned Venezuelan Army

lieutenants.
Q How long were you there for?
A I was there for 2 years.

Q Two years. Okay.

A And that's how I came to know Diplomatic Security. -
worked in the Embassy, the U.S. Embassy in ], and she worked for
the RSO, the regional security officer, and that's how I learned about
Diplomatic Security.

Q So you have - to thank in terms of your career now?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. And I'm sure many other professions.

BY MR. WOOLFORK:
Q No, I just want to ask you kind of a broad question in terms

of kind of the environment in which the State Department currently
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operates. You mentioned earlier that you're going to - -

is one of 275 posts around the world. A lot of them are dangerous,
including - And for those of us that are not as familiar with
kind of the global threats that we're facing, could you, in a broad
sense, kind if give us a sense of some of the things that you've
encountered in your experience overseas?

A The thing is that, you know, Benghazi was my first high
threat post, and that wasn't like a typical deployment or, you
know -- you know, when -- a tour of duty. Inthe -- in the other places
that I had been, like |JJif mainly, . I really didn't encounter
any problems. - was a little bit difficult due to the fact that
the infrastructure was not there. I was assigned to - about a
couple of years after, you know, the cessation of, you know, the
conflict, and there had been conflict in- for the last 15 years.

Q Right.

A So infrastructure was pretty -- pretty -- pretty bad, no
electricity, no running water in the city. The police wasn't up to
speed. So mainly I dealt with a lot of crime in -

Q And during your time in |Jij and other places, would you
Say that your job, whether as an ARSO or an RSO, was to basically manage
risk at those particular posts?

A Right. Our job is to protect classified, the institution
or the building, and the personnel.

Q Okay. But certainly it's not possible to eliminate all

those risks. It's a job of managing those risks. 1Is that right?
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A Right.

Q Okay. Now, just shifting now to Benghazi, we had talked
about some of the different activities that you did while you were
there. But I was wondering if you could give us a sense of what a
typical day was like for you during your 53 days in country, if there
was such a thing.

A Sure. Typical day, I would arrive in our office space, I
call it the -- or we used to call it the TOC, or the Tactical Operation
Center. And basically we had some computers, we had monitors, we had
our weapons stored in the -- in the TOC. And my morning would start
with, you know, looking at the unclassified emails and answer any
questions from the desk officer, _ And if I had any issues,
that's when I dealt with all the issues.

For my team, I was there with five other agents. My team was
divided. Part of it stayed on compound to provide the security for
the compound and to provide training to the local guard force, while
the other team provided security for the envoy whenever he had a meeting

on the outside or if any of the other officers had a meeting on the

outside.

Q Okay.

A A lot of times we dedicated more time to the Envoy's
meetings. Because we were short, we couldn't -- we couldn't take

folks, you know, to different meetings at the same time due to the fact
that we were only six agents on the ground.

Q And due to those, I guess what you say, limited resource
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in terms of agents, you had to make a decision to limit movements --

A Yes.

Q -- at particular times?

A Yes. The Envoy would get the priority.

Q Okay. Now, you mentioned in the morning that you looked
at unclassed mail in addition to emails from _ who you
earlier said was the desk officer.

A Here in Washington, D.C., correct, yes.

Q Okay. Now, how often during the course of a day would you
review those unclassed versus other sort, other sorts --

A Throughout the day, yes.

Q Okay. And through the review of those -- that information,
were you able to kind of get a good sense in your -- in your mind of

kind of what the security environment was at a particular time?

A Well, remember, _ was here.

Q Right.

A I was in Benghazi.

Q Uh-huh.

A So, you know, I was able to get a sense of the security

situation based on, you know, the outings that my agents had, and they
came back and reported back to me.

Q okay.

A At the time Benghazi was pretty quiet.

Q Okay. Now, when you arrived it was late October, is that

right?
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A Yes. I started my journey from [if on 24 october. 1
think it took 2 days to get to Benghazi.

Q Now, previously you had said there had been, I believe, six
agents on the ground, including yourself. Is that right?

A Right. When I -- when I got there, the acting regional

security officer, _, was there, and we were able to overlap

for 1 day.
Q Okay.
A And then, you know, the other agents were at different

stages throughout their TDY.
Q Okay. And how many total people were on the compound in

addition to the DS agents initially?

A Of course, it fluctuated --
Q Of course.
A -- it fluctuated every week. But I'd say that it was the

Envoy, the six special agents, the management, slash, information
management officer. There was a Marine Corps colonel there for first
week that I was there. And there -- let me see -- there was a USAID
officer at the time.

Q Okay. And you had said that during the course of your
53 days there the number of personnel fluctuated, right?

A Yes.

Q During your time as RSO were there any discussions on, I
guess, the size of the mission decreasing in terms of the number of

personnel there?
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A You mean were there any discussions about drawing down?

Q Correct. Part of this relates, I think, to what we
discussed earlier in terms of --

A Right.

Q -- Embassy Tripoli reopening in September of 2011 and
whether or not there had been a shifting of resources. So I was
wondering whether or not any resources, while you were [inaudible],
in terms of personnel were moving to Tripoli?

A Okay. So your question is?

Q Was there any discussion on the number of personnel in
Benghazi lowering as they were being shifted to Tripoli since the
Embassy reopened?

A There was no discussion of that with me during the time that
I was there.

Q Okay. In terms of the facility itself, do you remember any
discussions about perhaps closing the facility in terms of the Special
Mission opening?

A Not directly with me.

Q Okay. And then I'm just going to enter as Exhibit No. 1

an email -- I'm sorry -- an email, Exhibit No. 2, from you, Mr.

o R T g
(I cxhibit No. 2

Was marked for identification. ]
Mr. Evers. We need a sticker on this thing. We will get it for

you in a second. We should swap that one out for this one.
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I'm actually -- I apologize. I'm going to object on the basis
of classification to the use of this document in this setting.
Although the header of the document says "sensitive but unclassified,”
I believe there's indication that it was sent from a classified account,
the last line of the email. I suppose I'd ask the witness to review
it to see if he thinks the information in here is classified.

Mr. Woolfork. So take a -- take a few moments to take a look at
that.

Mr. Evers. And to be clear for the record, Mr. _, if you
believe the information in this email is not classified and you can
discuss it in this setting, you are absolutely free to do so.

ve. . oxay.

Mr. Evers. All right. For the record, I've conferred with the
witness. He does not believe that the content of this email is
classified. I will just clarify for the record that the indication
that I have that it may have been was the last line of the email
indicating that it was sent from a high side, a Classnet account, which
is a potential indicia of classification, but it's the information
itself that controls. 1I'll go back to the State Department after the
interview to confirm that whatever questions follow can remain
unclassified, but for now we can proceed. Is everyone comfortable with
that?

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. Sure. For the record, the document

stamped "sensitive but unclassified" on the top and the document number

from the Department of State is C©5392833. We'll continue to ask
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questions on this and we'll leave it in the record if you are comfortable

with discussing it. Are you comfortable with discussing this in an

unclassified setting, Mr. -?

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. Okay.

Mr. Evers. Thank you, everybody.
Mr. Woolfork. Thank you.
BY MR. WOOLFORK:
Q  Mr. _, I present this email to you in order to
refresh your memory, so it's a copy of a November 1, 2011, email from

you to || entitled, "Short" -- quote, "Short Term DS staffing

requirements for Benghazi." It is marked "sensitive but
unclassified."

A Yes.

Q And, again, for the record, who is _?

A He is the desk officer in Washington, D.C.

Q Now, you know, about halfway down this page you write,

quote, "On a separate note, yesterday I had a meeting with the Envoy
who indicated that a decision has to be made soon about maintaining
a long term presence in Benghazi through the end of FY12," end quote.
Do you recall that meeting?

A Right now I don't remember about the meeting.

Q Okay. Well, a little bit on in that email you summarize
what you believe is the contents of that meeting, and according to that

email Special Envoy Stevens had only two options. The first option
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called for a slimmed-down compound, that would come to seven personnel.
There's a little space for temporary deployments through September 30,
2012. And the second option was zero out the U.S. presence altogether
in favor of a, quote, "virtual presence.” Is that correct, your
understanding of the email?

A Yes, I understand.

Q Okay. And aside fromthis meeting, do you recall this topic
being discussed in other settings with other individuals or with the

Envoy on a separate occasion?

A I believe that in addition to discussing it with the Envoy,
we also -- we also talked to the acting management officer. At the
time it was _

Q He was acting officer in Benghazi at the time?

A Yes, acting management officer and the IMO, information

management officer.

Q Do you remember either from Mr. _ comments or from
the Ambassador's comments of why they were supportive of these options
at the time? Sir, I'd just point your attention to another part.

Mr. Evers. Do you remember the question?

Mr. _; No, I don't.

Mr. Evers. Could you re-ask the question?

Mr. Woolfork. We're just wondering whether or not you recall any
of the -- any discussions on why people were supportive of what is said
in the email as option A, which was the consolidation or the

slimmed-down compound.
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Mr. [l 1 believe it had to dowith the -- the termination
of -- or the -- that the lease nearing its end. So they were looking
at options. At the time, most of the newly formed government had
transferred to Tripoli and there was only one or two agencies left in
Benghazi, and that was the reason why they wanted to keep the Special
Mission open.

Mr. Woolfork. Okay.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. I'm sorry. What was the reason why they

wanted to keep the Special Mission open versus just closing it and
having a virtual presence?

vr. |- Because not the entire new government
that -- Liberian -- Libyan Government that was formed had transferred
to Tripoli. I believe the Ministry of Defense had remained in
Benghazi, and that was the reason for extending the presence in
Benghazi.

BY MR. WOOLFORK:

Q Now, I understand this was obviously early on in your tenure
as the RSO, it is dated November 1.

A Okay. Yes.

Q Do you recall any subsequent conversations about these
options or other options that were discussed while you were there?

A I know that other options were discussed further down the
line.

Q Okay. Could you outline what some of those other options

were?
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A Well, not in this setting.

Q Okay.

A But I could -- I could -- I could discuss it further in a
classified setting.

Q Thank you for that. Now, in the past hour we had talked
about the one, you had discussed was a semiformal EAC regarding
operations at the airport. Is that right?

A Yes.

Q And could you talk about just what happened during the
course of that ESC -- EAC -- what decisions were made coming out of
that?

A Okay. Based on our assessment of the airport security, we
decided that the airport in Benghazi had sufficient
security -- sufficient -- or a good security apparatus to start using
the different airlines to fly Americans into Benghazi.

Q And while you were there, were there any other informal
discussions or any other semiformal EACs that occurred, to your
recollection?

A Not that I can recall. I think that was the only one.

0] And when you reported the results of the EAC, how was that
information sent through the channels? Was it through Tripoli or
through D.C.?

A It had -- first, we had our little meeting with the Envoy
and the other several Americans that were in Benghazi, and the document

was sent to Tripoli for them to review and hold their own EAC. And
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they were supposed to be the ultimate decision makers as to if we were
going to let folks use the airport or the airlines coming into Benghazi.
Q So in terms of the process, you would make a recommendation
out of the EAC meeting in Benghazi. That would then -- that
recommendation would then be forwarded to Tripoli?
A Tripoli, yes.

Q Would Tripoli then hold its own EAC?

A Yes.

Q And then make recommendations based on your input. Is that
right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And at times you had earlier said that you reported

also to D.C. directly through ||l I svess in what

circumstances would you report to_ versus reporting through

Tripoli?

A On a -- on a daily basis I would -- I would -- would
communicate with _ in terms of sending agents, you know,
whenever, you know, we were nearing, you know, an agent's -- the end

of his TDY, whenever, you know, I went down in numbers, because
not -- throughout my time in Benghazi it fluctuated, the number of
agents that were there, and those are the things that I discussed with
Q Okay.
BY MS. SACHSMAN GROOMS:

Q But in terms of security issues like an EAC meeting, those
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kinds of issues flowed through Tripoli?

A Yes.,

Q Okay. So if there had been a security incident, would that
have flowed through Tripoli, a security incident that required an EAC,
and then a decision about what to do next, would that have flowed through
Tripoli?

A Yes.

Q And not through D.C.?

A D.C. would have been informed.

Q Okay. But the decision would have been made in Tripoli?

A Yes.

Q And who would have made the decision in Tripoli?

A The Ambassador.

Q Okay. Oh, because at the time there was an Ambassador in
Tripoli?

A ¥és.

Mr. Woolfork. At that time would have been Ambassador Cretz?

vr. [l or the Ambassador -- or the Emergency Action
Committee, which is, you know, comprised of different agencies within
the -- within the Embassy.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. But somebody on the ground in Libya would

make a decision about security changes?

BY MR. WOOLFORK:

Q From the Accountability Review Board and from other
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investigations, we know that the lack of police presence, host nation
support became an issue over time in Benghazi. We had talked about
this in the past hour, in terms of the host nation support. Who
comprised the end force, to refresh our memories, of the TNC?

A I'm sorry, the --

Q Who did the TNC provide as the local security at the Special
Mission Compound? That would be the Transitional National Council.

A To help support with the security?

Q That's right.

A The 17th February Brigade.

Q Okay. And at the time, were they the only local force that
you worked with? Were there other options for you to work with, other
groups within Benghazi?

A That was the only -- the only group that we worked with.

Q Okay. On November 11, 2011, there was an incident that
occurred, and I want to enter as an Exhibit No. 3 a Diplomatic Security
spot report which you sent on November 12 with the subject, quote,
"Shooting Incident Near Annex Compound." It is marked "sensitive but
unclassified.”

(I cxhibit No. 3
Was marked for identification.]

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. So I'm looking at this again, and it does

appear to have a "Classnet" thing on the bottom. So just review it
and tell us if it's okay to discuss in an unclassified setting. It

has no classification marked at the bottom of document number -- State
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Department document number C85394484.

Mr. Evers. I'm seeing it without the page break. This may just
have been the footer in your email, Mr. _ So just review it,
and if you can talk about it in an unclassified setting, then do so.

Mr. _; Okay.

BY MR. WOOLFORK:

Q Sir, do you recall this incident in this particular report?

A Yes, I do.

Q Okay. Generally speaking, could you just tell us what
happened in that particular incident?

A There was a shooting incident that dealt with Americans.
But in order to elaborate, we have to do it in another setting.

Q Understood. And once you heard of this incident, who did
you report it to?

A The 17th Brigade -- 17th February Brigade.

Q Okay.

A Which immediately dispatched a group of soldiers.

Q And is it correct -- I guess, who wrote the report, this
spot report?

A This spot report, I did.

Q Okay. The report also says, towards the bottom of the page
of the TNC force, quote, "They did an outstanding job providing

support,"” end quote. And in your particular view, why did they do an

outstanding job?

A Because they were able to immediately call for support from
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their brigade, and they were there in less than, I'd say, 15 minutes.
Q And overall, how would you rate the February 17th
responsiveness if there were other incidents?
A During the time that I was there, it was outstanding.
Q And there's any sense of perhaps how many incidents they

responded to that you thought they were outstanding?

A I recall three different incidents --

Q Okay.

A -- during the time that I was there.

Q In all three incidents they responded quickly, in your
opinion?

A Yes.

Q Okay. I wanted to ask you about Diplomatic Security
staffing at the missions. We touched on this a little bit previously
in terms of the reduction in staff. And the reason I wanted to talk
about it, you talked about the ebbs and flows of the TDY agents that
were there in terms of having sufficient numbers.

Sir, I'm going to ask you to go back quickly to the incident on
November 11.

A Yes.

Q And so following this, was there any sort of EAC held,
following this particular incident?

A No.

Q And then in terms of this incident, and you said you reported

it to -- you contacted February 17th. Were there other discussions
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with the principal officer at the time regarding this incident?

A Yes.
Q Okay. And who was the principal officer at the time?
A I believe it was John Christopher Stevens.

Q Okay. And instead of having an EAC, you had the discussion
with Ambassador Stevens. Was there any particular why you had --

A He wasn't Ambassador at the time.

Q Correct. With then Special Envoy Stevens. Was there any
particular reason you would have a discussion with him rather than hold
an EAC?

A We were a Special Mission in Benghazi. We didn't -- what

we did was we held, you know, small meetings.

Q Uh-huh.

A The EACs are held back at the Embassy, in Tripoli.

Q Okay.

A You could call it a mini-EAC.

Q Okay.

A But, yes, he was informed, and we talked about it, yes.
Q And what was your discussion regarding this particular

incident with Special Envoy Stevens regarding the November 11 incident?
A Can you be more specific?
Q Were there -- in terms of were there possibilities of
perhaps restricting movement that came as a result of your discussions
with the Special Envoy or restricting movements to certain areas? Was

there any action that was taken following your discussion with the



Envoy?

A Yes, I did have a meeting with -- with the Special Envoy

about this particular incident. |GG

We weren't the targets. So what I was instructed to do was I was
instructed to send the spot report up to Washington, D.C.

Q Okay.

A And we did not -- we did not restrict any movements because
of this incident. This was an isolated incident that didn't have
anything to do with us.

BY MS. SACHSMAN GROOMS:

Q Did you agree with the analysis of the Special Envoy that
this was an isolated incident that had nothing to do with you?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And that's why you didn't take any next steps to
change your security profile?

A Right. I did discuss, you know, this in detail, but in a
different setting.

Q Understood.

A Okay.

Q You had explained that there were, it sounds like, three
different incidents that happened when you were in Benghazi before.
Is that right?

A Yes.
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Q And you had also explained, I think in your previous
discussion, that you thought that the security was, and I believe you
said, pretty quiet?

A Yes.

Q So can you explain how there were sort of three different
incidents but you still considered the security to be pretty quiet,
can you just explain that for us?

A Sure.

Q Sorry. You can just wait.

Ms. Jackson. MWe don't need to evacuate.

BY MS. SACHSMAN GROOMS:

Q For the record, those were just bells from
the -- congressional bells.

A During my short TDY to Benghazi, I talked to the RSO in
Tripoli, and they were having a lot of issues with -- with the militias.
They were having internal fights or, you know, fights between militias
to, you know. And we didn't have any of that in Benghazi. These were
three separate and isolated events that happened.

Q Okay. So it was your analysis from your experience that
the three separate events which -- without going into detail about what

they are in an unclassified setting --

A Yes.
Q -- but that they were separate and isolated. 1Is thatright?
A Yes.

Q And is it fair to say that they were separate, isolated,
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and not designed, in your view, to show animosity towards the American
Special Mission Compound?
A Yes.
BY MR. WOOLFORK:
Q So, Mr. _, I wanted to discuss again on the issue
of the Diplomatic Security agents and the ebbs and flows of the TDY
agents. Was that an issue while you were RSO, for DS agents to be on

short TDYs?

A Can you be more specific?
Q Sure.
A I mean, are you referring to -- I mean, did I have any

shortages? Did I have, you know, the numbers were less than, you know,
I originally had when I arrived? Yes. A couple of times during my
5@-some days in Benghazi the numbers dropped down below 6, and I was
concerned about that, and I, of course, reached out to the desk officer
several times to see what was going on and when can we get, you know,
other agents to go to Benghazi.

Q So when you -- so when you reached out to _, who
was the desk officer -- is that right?

A Yes, uh-huh.

Q What was the response to your request?
A He was having problems getting TDYers to come out.
Q Is it correct that earlier you had said that you had extended

your time in Benghazi by about a week due to the difficulty of finding

someone senior enough to replace you? Is that right?
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A Yes, because it was -- it was close to Christmas.

Q Okay. Let me enter as Exhibit No. 4 the report of the
Accountability Review Board for Benghazi, which leads this report
on -- in December 2012.

(I cxhibit No. 4
Was marked for identification.]

Mr. Evers. Is this the entire unclassified report?

Mr. Woolfork. No. 1It's a portion of the unclassified report.

Mr. Evers. Okay.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. Looks like somebody marked it, hopefully,

for you, two paragraphs, is that correct, that he is going to ask you

about.
BY MR. WOOLFORK:
Q Please take a few moments to look through those.
A On page 3@, there's an acronym there. Can you tell me what

"SMC" means?

Q Yes. I believe that's referring to the Special Mission
Compound.

A Okay. Got it.

Q So before we talk about the specifics, have you previously
looked at that Benghazi ARB report?

A Negative.

Q Okay.

Ms. Jackson. I'm sorry, was that answer "never"?

Mr. _A Negative.
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Ms. Jackson. Negative.

Mr. _; Yes.

Ms. Jackson. Okay.

Mr. _; I have never looked at it before today.

BY MR. WOOLFORK:

Q Okay. I just wanted to ask you about on the section
starting on page 29 in the middle of the last paragraph. Quote, "Key
decisions, such as the extension of the State Department presence in
Benghazi uﬁtil December 2012, or nondecisions in Washington, such as
the failure to establish standards for Benghazi and to meet them, or
the lack of a cohesive staffing plan, essentially set up Benghazi as
a floating TDY platform,"” end quote.

Do you agree with the ARB that Benghazi was a, quote, "floating
TDY platform"?

A ¥es.,

Q You touched on this earlier, but can you just walk us through
what you saw some of the impact of the series of TDY staffers on the
ability of DS to carry out its work in terms of whether the durations
were too short? We're just trying to get a sense of the challenges
faced by having agents in place for shorter periods of time.

A My biggest problem with the agents was that, you know, they
were arriving in Benghazi at different times. Therefore, you know,
they were either asked to extend because they couldn't find any suitable
replacements to send. Remember that Benghazi was considered a

high-threat post and everybody that was sent to Benghazi had to have
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high-threat training.

So I -- there was -- there was a big problem with, you know, trying
to locate suitable agents to replace the agents that were already in
Benghazi and that had to leave, you know, because they had been there,
you know, for what they were asked to -- to be. So that created a
problem and the desk officer was having problems finding replacements
throughout my TDY.

Q Okay. And addressing this issue, I wanted to point you to

page 10, which is right before that.

A Okay.
Q It's recommendation number 13.
A Okay.

Q I'11l let you take a look at that.

Mr. Evers. Have you had a chance to read it?

Mr. _; Yes.

Mr. Evers. We are ready to go.

BY MR. WOOLFORK:

Q The recommendation reads, number 13, "The Department should
assign key policy, program, and security personnel at high risk, high
threat posts for a minimum of one year. For less critical personnel,
the temporary duty length should be no less than 120 days."

In your experience, is it beneficial to have agents at a post for
a longer duration?

A Are you asking my opinion?

Q Yes, sir.
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Mr. Evers. If you have one.

vr. |l This was one of the findings from the ARB, am I

correct?
BY MR. WOOLFORK:
Q Yes, sir, one of the recommendations.
A One of the recommendations.
Q Yes, sir.
A And I --1TI already specified that I was having problems with

the number of agents throughout my TDY in Benghazi. So this looks
like -- like a good recommendation, yes.

Q Okay. Then I wanted to actually go back to the -- what we
marked as Exhibit 2, which was the email from November 1 from you to
e

A Yes,

Q And in this, you know, obviously right now, unclassified
setting, is there anything you can discuss about the eventual
resolution to this issue as far as you know from your time in Benghazi?

A What exactly, what -- what issue are we talking about?

Q This is in terms of the various options that were presented
for the location and the size of the Special Mission Compound?

A Okay. During the time in Benghazi, I was -- and it -- it
followed this email. I was told that I needed to look at several
properties, and we were looking at different options just in case, you
know, the Special Mission drew down to minimal numbers.

Q And can you discuss what those different properties were?
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A Not in this setting.

Q Okay. Without talking about the classified part in terms
of which properties were examined, do you know just generally whether
or not the issue was resolved? Was there a conclusion or a decision
made on the facility?

A Yes. There were three options, and we -- we looked at the
different options, and I -- I was able to look at the security issues
that every property had. And my conclusion, based on the best
property, which afforded the best security, was to stay where we
currently were, with the exception of giving up or getting rid of Villa
A.

Q And is it correct, when you first came to Benghazi, there
were three different villas. 1Is that right?

A Yes, A, B, and C.

Q Okay. And your recommendation was to keep Villas --

A B and C.

Q B and C, okay.

A And because they -- they had sufficient setback, that the
buildings themselves had sufficient setbacks. I had a problem with
Villa A where the building, the house -- the house itself was too close
to one of the walls, the external walls.

Q And is it your understanding, based on the recommendation
that you made, that the State Department follow that recommendation
to maintain Villas C and B and drop Villa A?

A Yes.
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BY MS. SACHSMAN GROOMS:

Q That was the safest of the options?

A Out of the three options that we looked at.

Q And at the time, were you comfortable with that decision?
A Yes.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. So we are running close to out of time for

our hour. We have got a couple of minutes left. I just want to note

on the record some discussions that have occurred off the record.

-Mr. _; Yes.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. I understand that you have expressed

willingness repeatedly during the interview to discuss things more

fully in a classified setting.

vr. - Yes.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. And that the State Department has

previously made a request that this interview and other interviews be
conducted in a classified setting. The Democrats, that's our side,
the minority, have been supportive of that request.

From our opinion, it would be most productive to conduct these
interviews in a classified setting, starting in a classified setting.
As I understand it, it's easier on the witness, they don't have to make
decisions about classification on the fly, and it would allow the
committee to receive more fulsome answers to our questions in real time
and would also prevent us from having to sort of close up shop here
and go to another room or to bring witnesses back multiple times, which

we would like to avoid because that's extremely inconvenient to the
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witnesses.

During our break, before we started today, Congressman
Westmoreland expressed his interest --

Ms. Jackson. I'm going to ask if the minority is affirmatively
requesting that we go into classified session this afternoon. If
that's what your request is -- I mean, we're here for an interview.
We're here to ask this witness questions as opposed to making statements
on the record.

So if your request is -- if you are making an affirmative request
that we conduct a classified session this afternoon or when we break
for lunch, we'll make those arrangements.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. I appreciate that. I'm going to continue

making my statement during my hour.

During -- before the meeting started and our interview started,
these concerns were once again raised by the State Department.
Congressman Westmoreland expressed his interest in starting these
interviews and conducting these interviews in a classified setting and
asked why we were not doing that. I can let the Republican staff
explain why they explained to him that we were not doing that.

I'mgoing to note -- I'm noting this on the record because I think
that it's important that we all understand, as we're looking back at
this transcript, that you were entirely willing this entire time to
go into a classified setting and that we have previously requested that
we, in fact, conduct the interview in a classified setting, as had the

State Department, and so that nobody looks back and thinks that you
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weren't willing to answer any questions.

I will at this time say that, yes, I think that we should move
to a classified setting for this interview. We had made this request
before, so I didn't think that that would be a new request for you.
But, yes, if you want us to make a formal request, my formal request
is that we conduct this interview in a classified setting for the rest
of the interview -- as you could see, he could not answer some of our
questions in an unclassified setting -- and that we conduct all of the
other interviews, when the witness requests to conduct it in a
classified setting, that we do so in a classified setting.

Mrs. Brooks. And for the record before I leave, I would like
to -- I have now been here about 2 hours, and there have been maybe
three questions that the agent has requested speaking in a classified
manner. The other 2 hours of question and answer have been in an open,
unclassified setting, and I appreciate and look forward to those
questions that you were uncomfortable with answering in a
classified -- in an unclassified setting moving to a classified
setting. But I thank you for your candor and your willingness to answer
so many questions in an unclassified setting.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. I would note for the record that, while I

thank the Congresswoman for her analysis, that you weren't here for
the entire time and that we can go through the different things that
he was unable to answer. But they were a substantial amount of things
that are extremely relevant to the time period that he was -- that he

was in Benghazi. Okay. At this -- I'm sorry.
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Mr. Evers. And for the record, I will -- I will only add that
the State Department's commitment is to cooperate with this committee,
to give it the information that it needs. The witness is here
voluntarily. And as we have made clear in correspondence, on the
phone, the preference for a classified setting is for a free exchange
of information. It is the committee's prerogative to start in an
unclassified setting, but we do appreciate the ability to move to a
classified setting if the committee wishes to get access to the
information that the witness has. That's all.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. Okay. We'll go off the record now.

[Whereupon, the interview proceeded in classified session. ]
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RPTR MCCONNELL

EDTR HOFSTAD

[2:50 p.m.]

[The interview resumed in unclassified session.]

Ms. Jackson. We will go back on the record. We have returned
to HVC-2085, where we're continuing the interview of _
And the time now is 2:50.

Again, it is Sharon Jackson. And I am going to take up to the
next hour, and hopefully not near that amount of time, for the next
round of questioning.

(I cxhibit No. 5
Was marked for identification.]
BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Agent -, you have before you what has been marked
as Exhibit 5, an email that bears document number (C05456024.

At the top, it is said it is from you, _ The date
is November 26, 2011, at 5:13 in the a.m., and the subject line is
"Mission Benghazi Relocation Options."

Do you have that document in front of you?

A Yes.
Q And have you had an opportunity to review that document?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And do you recall the contents of that document?
A Yes.

<

Okay. And it discusses the pros and cons of various
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relocation sites for the Special Mission in Benghazi?
A Yes. But something that doesn't reflect on this email is

the security portion --

Q Okay.
A -- of the pros and cons.
Q Okay.

In the discussions that were had about the various locations apart
from security, is this document, Exhibit 5, an accurate reflection of
the pros and cons other than security?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And then you've previously talked to us about the
security concerns of various locations; is that correct?

A Yes,

Q Okay. So that's yet another factor to be added to this
document; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Given what you've told us before about the security concerns
of the various locations, plus this document, would that then be an
accurate synopsis of the pros and cons of each of the locations?

A Yes.

Q Okay. That's all the questions I have regarding this
document.

I want to return to a topic that we've touched on a few times
earlier, and that is the number of Diplomatic Security agents that were

assigned in Benghazi. Okay?
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Let me first ask, were all six of you Diplomatic Security agents,
or were there some individuals who were known as SPS, or Special
Protective Service I believe that stands for?

A Yes. Those are limited career appointees. There was one.

He wasn't a special agent.

Q Okay. So, of the six of you, one was not a special agent.
A Yes,
Q Okay. And does that person have the same training that a

Diplomatic Security agent has? If you know.

A I don't know.

Q Okay.

All right, then let me ask this question. Was it ever brought
to your attention that the Diplomatic Security section wanted to
decrease the number of allotted agents in Benghazi from eight to a

permanent six?

A To the best of my recollection, I believe so.

Q Okay.

A Yes. And that was even before I arrived in Benghazi.
Q Okay.

Let me back up and maybe ask a threshold question first.

A Okay.

Q Was it your understanding that there should have been eight
agents in Benghazi when you arrived?

A I don't recall.

Q Okay. There were six of you when you were there.
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A Yes.

Q And you were supporting first the Envoy and then a principal
officer; is that correct? 1I'll get to others, but at least either one
envoy or a principal officer?

A Okay, it was six agents at the time that I was there at the
beginning. It was a principal officer and then a special envoy. We

had a political officer, and we had the acting management officer.

0 vas that the [N’

A Yes.

Q And that is —?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And then you had a USAID person?
A Yes. One USAID officer, yes.

Q Okay.

And you stated before that there were times when the political
officer or the USAID person could not travel because the Envoy was
traveling. Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. How many agents did you need if everybody wanted to
travel at once? What was the movement, footprint, or security profile
that you used when you were in Benghazi?

A We were using two vehicles at the time, one being used as
an advance and one for the limo where the U.S. Special Envoy traveled
with two special agents.

Q Two special agents with him?
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A Yes.

Q Is that in addition to a driver, or was one of them the
driver?

A One of them was the driver.

Q Okay. And then in the advance vehicle, how many agents

would be in that vehicle?

A I'm trying to recall. I think it was one agent and one of
the armed guards.

Q One of the February 17th Brigade members?

A Yes,

Q Okay. So it would take four security personnel, three of
which were Diplomatic Security agents, to do a movement with the Envoy.
Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

And then you required certain protection forces back at the

compound?
A Yes.
Q What was the minimum number you needed for that, whether

you had it or not?

A Three.

Q And where would they be located?

A Two of them in the Tactical Operations Center and then one
moving around.

Q Okay. And I believe you said you had five members of the
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17 Brigade at any given time?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And they lived on the compound?
A Yes:

Q Okay. So if one was moving with the Envoy, that left four

behind?
A Right.
Q Okay. And what were their duties and responsibilities? I

mean, did they rove around? Were they manning guard shacks? What were
they to do?

A They roved around, especially on the outside of the
compound, while the local guard force roved and had positions on the
inside of the compound.

Q If you were to have supported both movements of more than
just the Envoy at the time, so, say, if the USAID officer wanted to
go out, if he or she wanted to go out at the same time, how many
additional personnel would you have needed to support two movements
at once?

A I don't know because I never did that.

Q Let me ask this. When the USAID officer or employee went
out, did he or she have the same number of people moving with them?
Such as, did that individual have an advance car? Did it have a driver
and an agent in the limo?

A It's been so long. I don't recall.

Q Okay. At a minimum, would they have had a driver and one
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other person with them?

A Yes.,

Q Okay. That would be the minimum number?

A Right.

Q Okay. So I don't want to put words in your mouth, but are

you saying what you don't recall is whether they had an advance car?

A Right.

Q Okay. I justwanted to make sure I have accurately captured
what you're telling me. Okay.

Was there anyone else who would have someone with them when they
went out? I mean, did agents go out by themselves? Did they go
off-compound by themselves?

A Yes, but never only one agent. He was accompanied by
another agent.

Q So agents had to go in pairs.

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did they have to take a member of the February 17th
Brigade with them?

A I believe so, because, you know, we needed them as
translators. So, yes.

Q It was at least prudent to do.

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did you have any other type of translator
on-compound?

A Not that I remember.
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Q Okay.

Something you said earlier about Benghazi being an atypical
location and different than what you experienced in — and
-, can you expand upon those differences that you experienced
while you were in Benghazi from especially -, where you said they
had some infrastructure problems and things like that? What was

different about Benghazi?

A The security apparatus as a whole. I had a concrete wall
where --

Q Concrete wall where?

A The external concrete wall.

Q In Benghazi or -?

A 1n [N

Q Okay.

A Concrete wall with anti-ram gates and also Delta barriers.

Q And what's a Delta barrier?

A A Delta barrier is a barrier -- okay, you have the anti-ram

gate that opens, and then on the inside, about a car length, you would
have a Delta barrier. This is a metal barrier that comes up just in
case somebody tries to drive in while the external gate is open. Once
they hit that Delta barrier, they come to a complete stop. And it was
anti-ram. You know, it could withstand big trucks.

Q Like a Suburban or a Tahoe or something like that?

A Bigger than that.

Q Bigger than that.
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A Yés.,

Q Okay.

Any other -- so you had those security measures in -, but
you did not have those in Benghazi?

A Yes.

Q Were there other security measures that you had in -

that you did not have in Benghazi?

A Yes.

Q What would those be?

A The concertina wire on top of the concrete wall.

Q Is that what I would know as razor wire?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

A Triple-strength concertina wire on top of the wall. We

would have the proper setback for the buildings away from the external
wall. And --
Q Now, you've talked about setback. It's just you would have

had a greater setback?

A Yes.
Q Okay.
A And then, of course, the hardened buildings. We would

have, you know, ballistic-resistant windows and doors.
Q And you didn't have those in Benghazi?
A No.

Q Anything else that comes to mind?
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A The anti-ram planters on the outside of the concrete wall.
Q The big concrete things --

A Yes.

Q -- that you see all over the District of Columbia?

A Yes. That's exactly right.

Q Okay. What about security cameras or other types of

monitoring devices or apparatus?

A We did have security cameras in Benghazi and also in my
previous posts -- for example, -
Q Were they of the same quality, such as, you know,

night-vision-capable and things like that?

A We don't have any cameras with night-vision capability.

Q Okay. In any post?

A In any post that I know of.

Q Was there any type of perimeter security lighting? I'm
thinking, sort of, football fields, you know, you hit a switch,
everything lights up, and you can see what's going on. Was there

anything like that?

A Yes, mainly pointing outward, not --
Q Not inward?
A Not inward. Yeah.

Mr. Evers. Which facility are you talking about?

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Did you have that in Benghazi?
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A No.

Q Any other differences from what you found in Benghazi to
what you experienced in - or -?

A Yes. The walls weren't solid concrete. Some walls had
ornamental blocks with a nice little -- it had holes.

Q Decorative cutouts?

A Decorative cutouts, yes. So --

Q Uh-huh.

I believe you said Benghazi was your first high-threat post. Was

- a high-threat post or not?

A No.

Q No?

A I wasn't required to take the high-threat training.
Q Before you went there?

A Right.

Q Okay. Is it possible it was a high-threat post, they were
just sending you there without the high-threat training?

A No.

Q Okay.

There's something that's also called FACT training, Foreign
Affairs Counter-Terrorism training. Are you aware of that?

A No.

Q Okay.

Do you know whether the Envoy or any of the other Foreign Service

officers who were assigned to Benghazi had any type of specialized
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counterterrorism training or high-threat training prior to going

there?

A No.

Q Okay. Did you conduct any training of tﬁem while you were
there?

A No.

Q Okay. To your knowledge, had any other of the acting RSOs
conducted any type of high-threat training with the Foreign Service
officers who were serving there?

A I don't know.

Q Okay.

As I understand it, while you were there, Ambassador Susan Rice
visited Benghazi?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Do you remember when that was?

A Yes. During the time that I was there. Exactly? I don't

know.

Q Had the Envoy left?

A I am not sure, but if you give me dates, I could tell you
for sure.

Q I believe that Ambassador Rice came on November 22.

A Okay. That was well after the Special Envoy, Chris

Stevens, left. He left November 17.

Q  And I actually believe the principal officer, ||| | ]

arrived on the 21st.
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A Yes.

Q Okay. And I believe Ambassador Rice then arrived the next
day.

If you don't recall, that's fine.

A I don't recall, but it sounds about right.

Q Okay.

I anticipate that that caused some extra security work for you
and your team.

A Yes.

0 Can you describe what advance work you had to do and what,
if any, assistance you were provided for her visit?

A First of all, I was short agents. We were waiting for
replacements to arrive. To the best of my knowledge, I only had three

agents in Benghazi.

Q Is that three including yourself or three in addition to
yourself?

A Three including myself.

Q Okay.

A And when I got word that we were going to have a special

visitor, I said, "No way can I support this visit."

Q And who did you communicate that to?

A soth I = =1so -
v KRR
A - -, the RSO in Tripoli.

Q Okay. What else?
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That I needed help if this was to take place.

How many were accompanying Ambassador Rice for her trip?
How many staffers?

Yes.

I believe that it was -- they wanted a total of 1@ people,
the U.S. Ambassador in Tripoli.

Were any of those 1@ security personnel?

Two of them.

Two of them?

Yes.

Did you get any assistance from Tripoli or any other post?
Yes, I did.

And what did you get?

I got nine -- it was an MSD team, not a full MSD team, but

I got a total of nine armed folks to go to Benghazi to support this

trip. It was a combination between agents from the Mobile Security

Deployments, one of the teams in Tripoli, and the military.

Q

A

> ©

Q

The SST?

Yes.

Okay. But nine total from Tripoli came over.

Nine total from Tripoli.

Okay. And did they come before Ambassador Rice came?
Yes.

Okay.

Was there any other VIP person other than Ambassador Rice?
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A The U.S. Ambassador, Ambassador Cretz.

Q He came from Tripoli?
A No. He actually flew to Malta, and that's where, you know,
they flew -- Ambassador Rice flew in from Malta to Benghazi.

Q Okay. So Ambassador Cretz had met up with Ambassador Rice
in Malta.
A Right. And they flew together into Benghazi.

Q Okay. And then left together?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

A Went back together to Malta.

Q Okay. And how long was Ambassador Rice in Benghazi?
A Seven hours.

Q A very long 7 hours?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Describe for us what you and your team had to put
together for the security for both Ambassadors Rice and Cretz.

A At the time, I had -- one, two, three, four, five, six,
seven -- seven, a combination between seven fully armored and
light-armored SUVs, mainly Toyota Land Cruisers. So we had to use all
of them in order to support the visit, in order to sit all of the party
that came with Ambassador Rice and the Ambassador.

And, of course, you know, I had to dedicate my three agents plus
everybody else that came from Tripoli to that trip.

Q Did you ask February 17th to augment their staff in any way?
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A Yes.

Q What did you request?

A I requested -- actually, the MSD team that came from Tripoli
was the one that requested the additional help from the Brigade. And
they put a package together comprised of Brigade 17 folks, local police.
We had an ambulance as part of the motorcade.

Q Any other security steps that you had to take prior to the
arrival of the two Ambassadors?

A No. We just had to get the team into Benghazi and formulate

a plan. And I believe they got in 1 or 2 days before the actual visit.

Q Okay.

A So we had several meetings to plan the visit.

Q pid | core from Tripoli?

A No.

Q Okay. He stayed behind to hold down the fort?

A Yes.

Q And how long were the two Ambassadors in Benghazi, from

wheels down to wheels up?

A Wheels down was around 9 o'clock in the morning, and wheels
up -- I know that it took longer for them to get back to the airport,
but I believe it was between 3:30 and 3:45 they were wheels up.

Q Okay. And how many sites did they visit while they were
in Benghazi?

A That I don't remember, but I know there were a few.

Q Okay. And did you and your team do site surveys ahead of
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time?

A MSD did.

Q MSD did?

A YES .

Q Okay.

And, to your knowledge, were there any type of briefing books,
either security and political, prepared for their visit?

A I don't recall if we had any briefing books, but we did have
countdown meetings every day.

Q Tell me what a countdown meeting is.

A It is just, you know, a planning meeting with all of the
people that were going to take part in the visit. So we had the
principal officer, _ We had the political officer attend,
you know, and then mainly, you know, the military and Diplomatic
Security.

Q Do you know why the Envoy didn't stay for this visit?

A No, I don't.

Q Okay.
A I don't want to speculate either.
Q Not asking you to.

During your stay in Benghazi, was this the first time that any
MSD or SST assets had come into Benghazi?

A That was the only time while I was in Benghazi.

Q Okay. And that was for this specific trip?

A Yes.
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Q Okay. Had you ever requested MSD or SST assets before?

A No.

Q Okay.

Let me ask you just a couple of questions about the communications
capabilities in Benghazi. I believe you stated earlier that in your

Tactical Operations Center you had computers. Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. I'm assuming you had classified and unclassified --
A Yes.

Q -- systems. Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. How was the Internet connectivity in Benghazi?

A It was awful.

Q Were you able to utilize your State Department email address

to communicate with main State? On a regular and recurring basis? Let
me add that.
A In the beginning, yes, but then we had total communication

failure for several weeks. So we were relying on telephones, MSAT

phones.
Q Okay.
A My State Department classified account did not work after

the first week that I was there.
Q Okay. Did your unclassified email address work?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Did you or other agents make use of any Gmail
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accounts to communicate either internally or with other members of the
Diplomatic Security Service?
A I believe that Tripoli was using Gmail. And I don't know

the reason why.

Q Okay. Do you recall an email address of
B il com?

A Yes.

Q And was that an email address that was being used?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Was there an _@gmail.com email address?
A

I don't recall.
Q Okay. Do you recall aGmail address of |jjjjjjjjégrail. com?
e I T e
A There might have been one, yes.

Q Okay. Other than the Tripoli one, did you use or check the

- Gmail account?

A Every day, yes.

Q Okay. And who would communicate with that email address?
A I don't recall, but I don't think I was using that address.
Q So you were monitoring it but not using it?

A Right. Yes. Yeah, we didn't have the problems that
Tripoli was having with unclassified. I believe that all my emails
are state.gov, right?

Q One final area.

A Yes.
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Q Well, maybe second-to-the-last area, but we're getting
close to the end.

A Okay.

Q Do you recall any additional equipment coming in or
authorization to acquire physical security equipment being made while
you were there?

A Am I understanding this correctly? Are you asking if we
made any --

Q Well, let me just ask it a little more simply.

A Okay.

Q Were you aware that right before you arrived that -
I hac made a request to be able to purchase additional equipment
for the vehicles?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And tell us about that.

A For the vehicles?
Q Yes.
A What exactly? What are we talking about? I knew that he

had requested $26,000 worth of security upgrades.

Q Tell us about that first.

A Okay.
Q What kind of security upgrades was he requesting?
A Okay. Drop-arms, because we were using our armored fleet

as, you know, barriers right on the inside of every car gate and

pedestrian gate.
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He was requesting to local purchase or have, you know, several
platforms built so that the local guard force could see over the walls
of the Special Mission.

And also some anti-ram barriers. These are HESCOs that
are -- they're like planters, if you will, but they're made out of wire
and canvas, and you pile either sand inside or rocks. And that's an
additional security measure. You would place those on the outside of
the external wall, and if anybody tried to ram, it would be harder for
them to penetrate the external wall.

Q Okay. So he had made these requests before he left and then
handed it off to you for followthrough?

A Yés,

Q Okay. And what state was it in when you arrived? I mean,
had they just been requested? Was it in the approval process? Had
they been approved? Where were you along the request fulfillment
continuum?

A 1f I recall correctly, || NN, that was one of the
documents that he sent before I even left _ And he told
me that this is what he had requested but there hadn't been any movement
from Washington, D.C., or any decision.

Q So there had been no approval for you to acquire those items
yet?

A Right.

Q Okay. So no funding for those items yet?

A No.
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Q Okay. Did that change while you were there?

A No.

Q Did you ping or ask anyone in Washington regarding those?
A Yes. I believe I pinged the -- or asked the desk officer

several times.

Q And what response, if any, would you get?

A Nothing, really. The big thing that they were mentioning
is that the Special Mission was going to go away after a while so they
weren't going to spend the money on security upgrades.

Q Okay. But yet, at the same time, you're looking at various

locations to have a continued presence in Benghazi. Is that correct?

A Yes.
Q And your recommendation was to stay exactly where you were.
A Yes.

Q Did you concur with _ request?
A

Oh, yes, I did.
Q Okay. Were there additional requests that you thought
ought to have been made?
A No.
Q Okay. And during your tenure there, you were never given
authorization or approval to institute any of those security upgrades?
A I was never given the funds to institute security upgrades.
(I cxhibit No. 6
Was marked for identification. ]

Ms. Jackson. I want to have you look at what I've marked as
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Exhibit 6, which, at the top --

Mr. Evers. Can I ask a question real quick?

Ms. Jackson. Yes.

Mr. Evers. Can we take a 5-minute break?

Ms. Jackson. Sure. Absolutely. We will go off the record at
it 22,

[Recess. ]

Ms. Jackson. Okay. Let's go back on the record. It is 3:29.
Again, it is Sharon Jackson, resuming questions with Agent -

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q You have before you what is marked as Exhibit 6. It is an
email chain at the top from a _, dated November 3, 2011,
at 2:12 a.m., subject line, "Re: Vehicle Kits/Equipment." It bears
document number C@5397345.

Agent _, have you had an opportunity to review Exhibit 6°?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And although you are not an author of any part of
this email chain, are you familiar with its contents?

A Yes.

Q Okay. I stated that it was from a -- several of the parts

of the email are from a ||| . ~s2in, who was he?
A I o 2 70y from Frankfurt, and he was wearing

two hats at the time. He was the acting admin officer and, also, his
job back in Frankfurt, where he was the information management officer.

Q So he kind of kept the computer systems running? He was
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your tech guy?

A He was our tech guy, and he was our money guy.

Q Very important hats for him. I bet he was your friend while
you were there, wasn't he?

A Yes, he was.

Q Okay.

And this email chain involves a ||| . o I believe
you've described as your predecessor agent in charge in Benghazi. Is
that correct?

A Yes, that is correct.

Q And Agent - has made a request to purchase various
things, various pieces of equipment for your vehicles. 1Is that
correct?

A That is correct.

Q Okay. Andwhat's the general nature of the items that Agent
B is asking to purchase?

A Tools for the vehicles. For example, first-aid kits, which
we didn't have in any of the seven vehicles. Jumper cables.

Q You didn't have jumper cables?

A No.

Q Okay. Go on.

A Tow straps so we could do self-recovery.

Q And what does that entail?

A Tow straps are thick nylon straps that we would tie to either

the front or rear bumpers of the vehicles. If we had a breakdown around
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the city or if we were outside the city, we could self-recover by pulling
this broken-down vehicle with the other vehicle.

Q And why was it that Agent _ thought that these items
were necessary?

Mr. Evers. If you know.

Mr. _; I don't know.

BY MS. JACKSON:
Q I would like to direct your attention to the top of page

2 of this document. It's in the part from || | to four

different people at the top of this page.

Does — express a belief that he thinks that Benghazi
is going to get more dangerous in the coming months or has the potential
to become more dangerous in the coming months?

A Are you asking my opinion or --

Q I'masking you if that's what he reports in this email chain.

Mr. Evers. She's on page 2 of the document, I believe.

But if there's a sentence you wanted to draw his attention to,
that might help.

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q All right. Let me draw your attention to the second
sentence in the top paragraph of page 2, where Mr. - writes,
"Though Libya has declared their liberation, as you all may be aware,
the next few months could be even more dangerous than during active
fighting due to the diverse nature of the rebel forces. At least they

had a common enemy prior to last week. The next few weeks to months,
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situations could arise and arise quickly for us to 'bug out.'"
Were you aware of this sentiment when you were in Benghazi?
A I was aware that our egress out of Benghazi was to, you know,

drive overland east towards Egypt.

Q By "egress," do you mean your evacuation plan?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And what was your evacuation plan? You drive east

to Egypt, and then what?

A Cross the border. Get to safety.

Q Were you going to be allowed to cross the border into Egypt?

A We don't know that.

Q Okay. Was there any concern that you wouldn't be allowed
to?

A No.

Q Was the Libya-Egyptian border open?

A I don't know. I never drove that far east.

Q Okay.

Ms. Jackson. I'm going to turn it over to my colleague Sara
Barrineau. She had a couple of followup questions regarding
protection details.

Ms. Barrineau. Just a couple. And then I think we're almost
finished.

BY MS. BARRINEAU:
Q Okay. You said early this morning, many, many hours ago,

that Benghazi was a high-threat post when you were there and that you
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were required to attend high-threat training, right?

A Yes:

Q Did part of your high-threat training include how to run
a protection detail in a high-threat environment?

A Yes,

Q During that training, how many cars and agents were you
taught would be used, that DS would use, in a high-threat environment?

A We used --

Q Do you remember?

A vean.

Q And how many agents?

So let's go with that. okay, so you have ||| | | IJ. vt
_ do you have?

TG SRS

Q Okay. So, under DS training standards on high-threat
training, how many agents would have been in your -?

' B

o
IR e

A This is based on --

Q On training.

A -- our high-threat training?

Q Right, right. On your training. Right.
' I

Q And then how many would have been --
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with six agents.
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A Correct.
Q Got it.
BY MS. JACKSON:
Q Following your return from Benghazi back to the good ol’
USA, did anyone ask you to write any type of report or interview you
or debrief you about your experience in Benghazi?
A No.

Q Okay. Did they ask for your travel voucher?

That was -- yeah. Never mind. TI'll withdraw that question.
A I submitted a travel voucher after the trip.
Q Yeah.

After the attack in Benghazi, did anyone ask to interview you or
debrief you in any way regarding your experience in Benghazi?

A No, but I was requested to send all my emails.

Mr. Evers. I'm sorry, I may have heard a knock.

Ms. Jackson. Yeah. Sorry.

Mr. Evers. Not sure if I did.
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Ms. Jackson. Okay.

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q

And when did you get that request?

>

I don*t recall. But =-

Q Shortly after the attack or many months after the attack?

A I think it was during the time that -- around the same time
that they started the hearings, congressional hearings.

Q Okay. Was it a request for the ARB? Was any request made
of you to pull your emails for the Accountability Review Board?

Mr. Evers. If you remember.

Ms. Jackson. Yeah, if you remember.

Mr. _; I don't remember.

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Okay. Do you think when the congressional -- to the best
of your recollection, when the congressional interviews started, you
were requested to pull your email? Is that correct? I just want to --

A I don't know if it dealt with the ARB, but at some point
after the attack I was told that I needed to get all of my emails together
and send them forward to --

Q And how was that communicated to you? Did you get a written
memo? Did you get an email? Did, you know, a boss come in and tell
you?

A To the best of my recollection, I think there was an email.

Q Okay. And what steps did you take then?

A I had to go and look for all my emails while I was in
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Benghazi.

Q Okay. And how did you do that search?

A I had them all saved at the time.

Q Did you, like, create a folder or something that you called
"Benghazi" or a folder that was called "I'll never do this again” or --

A No. Actually, I pulled hard copies of all my emails during
the time that I was in Benghazi, and I forwarded all those.

Q Okay. As hard copies, packaged them up? Or did you send
them electronically?

A I don't recall if I sent them electronically or hard copies.

Q Okay.

Were you requested to meet with any member of the Accountability
Review Board?

A No.

Q Did you ask to speak to any members of the Accountability
Review Board?

A No.
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RPTR KERR

EDTR CRYSTAL

[3:40 p.m.]
BY MS. JACKSON:

Q Before I end, I have two final questions. Is there any area
that you thought we would ask about but we haven't?

A No.

Q Okay. Is there any answer that as you sit here now you think
needs further elaboration or clarification in any way?

A No.

Q Okay. Then with that, I will note that it is 3:40@ in the
afternoon, and I will turn it over to the minority for questions. Take
another 5-minute break or anything?

A I'm good.

Q Okay. We'll go off the record for just a second while we
reconfigure ourselves.

[Recess. ]

BY MS. SACHSMAN GROOMS:

Q Okay. Sowe are close totheend. I amgoing to run through
some followup stuff from the last round and earlier, and then turn it
over to Brent, who I think is just going to follow up with sort of our
longer list of allegations.

So just now, in the last round, you were asked about the

high-threat training that involved, I guess, _
B s that accurate?
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A Yes.
Q And was that the -- that the standard training for a

high-threat situation?

A That's what we were trained on when I went through high
threat.
Q And in Benghazi you were using two vehicles and six agents

for movements, right?

A No.

Q No? I'm sorry.

A No, I wasn't.

Q What were you using in Benghazi?

A We had a total of six agents in Benghazi. I couldn't send

all six agents on a move.

Q Uh-huh.

A It was just impossible. I had to keep agents behind so that
we could -- we could do our job of protecting, you know, the U.S. Special
Mission.

Q Uh-huh. So the moves had -- and I'm sure I have this earlier
from my notes -- but had two vehicles and how many agents? I'm sorry,
the moves had two vehicles, right, in Benghazi?

A Most of the moves, yes. The first vehicle was an advance
vehicle, and then we had the limo. The advance vehicle would arrive
first, you know, like 5 minutes before the arrival of the limo.

Q And I think you said before there were two special agents

in the limo. 1Is that right?
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A That's what I recall.

Q And then in the advance vehicle, there was a February 17th
individual and how many special agents?

A To the best of my recollection, one DS agent or the SPS that
was there at the time and one of the armed guards.

Q So you were moving with four security individuals and two
cars. Is that right?

A Yes.

Q And did you raise up concerns that that wasn't enough agents

or enough cars to do a movement?

A I don't recall.
Q Okay. If you had, do you recall who you would have raised
them to?

A Probably the desk officer back in Washington, D.C.

Q Were you -- you also discussed in the last round that you
all had an evacuation plan, is that accurate, when you were in Benghazi?

A I believe so, yes.

Q And did you have a reaction plan in case there was an
incident or something occurred?

A Can you be more specific? What are you talking about?

Q Sure. So did you and the agents on the ground have a common
understanding or a plan about what you would do if an incident occurred,
a security incident?

A Such as what type of incident?

Q I don't know. Any -- any type of incident, a security
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incident.

A Can you give me an example?

Q Well, I don't -- I don'twant togo into hypotheticals. I'm
just asking if you had a plan for a security incident?

A I don't recall.

Q Okay. To have an evacuation plan, one presumes that means
that you all had discussed or had some concept that if something
occurred you would use that evacuation plan. Is that right?

A That was one of the scenarios, but the thing is that, you
know, we had several. _ talked about several, I recall.

) okay. So |l discussed with you several scenarios
to deal with if there was a security incident?

A If we had to evacuate quickly.

Q If you had to evacuate. I see. And did you and -
I o vou and others in Benghazi discuss what types of things would

cause you to evacuate?

A You mean tripwires?

Q Yeah.

A I never did.

Q So while you were there, what was your understanding of what

would cause you to evacuate?

A Civil unrest to the point where, you know, we were -- we
were starting to get targeted.

Q And where did that understanding come from?

A I don't recall.
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Q Okay. But you had some understanding in your head, at
least, about what would cause you to make a recommendation to evacuate?

A Yes,

Q And who would have made the decision about evacuation?

A I believe that the person in charge of the U.S. Special
Mission.

Q Okay. So that would have been the Special Envoy when he
was on the ground?

A Yes.

Q And then when he left, it would have been the principal

officer?
A Yes.
Q And you never made a recommendation to evacuate from the

time you were in Benghazi?

A No.

Q Because there was no need to?

A There was no need to.

Q Also in the last round you talked about some security

upgrades. I think they were -- yeah. Okay. Sorry. I think it was
like $26,000 of security upgrades, physical security upgrades. Is

that right?

A Yes.
Q okay. That || B had recommended?
A Yes, and I concurred.

Q And you concurred. And none of those occurred when you were
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there. 1Is that accurate?

A Right.

Q Do you know whether those occurred after you left?

A I don't know.

Q And is that -- after you left Benghazi, did you continue
to follow what upgrades were made physical securitywise in Benghazi?

A No.

Q And after you left, did you continue to follow or be aware
of what number of personnel they had on the ground in Benghazi?

A No.

Q You also were asked earlier in the day about concerns that

were had with the local guard force. Do you recall that?

A Yes.

Q Were you aware that the local guard force contractor was
fired?

A Can you specify who you're talking about? Are you talking

about the guard force commander? Are you talking about the actual
contractor that supplied the --

Q Yes. So concerns were raised up to main State about the
contract with the local guard force. Is that right?

A Yes.

Q And my question is, were you aware that the contract with
that company was canceled?

A Was it canceled during the time that I was there?

Q I don't know. That's what I'm asking you.
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A It wasn't canceled during the time that I was there.
Q Okay. So that didn't occur when you were there?
A Right.

Q Okay. And if it happened after you left, you wouldn't know
about it?
A No.

Q Okay. Do you recall whether main State or ||| I to1d

you what their plan was to do with the local guard force while you were

there?
A No.
Q Do you recall any response that you had gotten from him on

that topic?

A I don't recall.

Q Okay. You were asked in the last round about the Benghazi
Accountability Review Board. Do you recall that?

A Yes.

Q When the Benghazi Accountability Review Board was convened,
did you think that you had information that would help it with its

investigation into the attacks?

A Can you be more specific? I mean, like what type of
information?
Q Yes. So my question is the Accountability Review Board

starts up, they start talking to people. Did you personally feel that
when you heard it was going on that you had information that would help

them figure out what happened in the Benghazi attacks?
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A Apparently not because they didn't call me to interview me.

Q Okay. I understand that they didn't call you. My question
is, did you feel personally that you had information that you thought
that you should provide to the Accountability Review Board?

A I don't know.

Q Did you know -- did you know anything about -- you had left
Benghazi in --

A December 2011.

Q Okay. And the -- which was a fair amount of time before
the attacks. 1Is that accurate?

A Yés;

Q And you hadn't stayed current on what was going on in
Benghazi after you left. 1Is that accurate?

A No.

Q So did you think you had any specific information that would

assist them with knowing what happened on the night of the attacks?

A No, because I didn't know.

Q Did anyone ask you or order you not to provide information
to the ARB?

A No.

Q And were you ever asked or ordered to conceal or destroy

information from the ARB?
A No.
Q I think that was all of my followup. I'm going to turn it

over to Brent who has a series of what are our standard questions.
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Q

Okay.

Ask that you bear with us on this.
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BY MR. WOOLFORK:

Q So, sir, I have a series of questions regarding public
allegations that have been made regarding the attacks in Benghazi.
Just to be clear that I, nor the members of the minority side, think
these questions necessarily have any merit, but we are asking this as
part of the investigation. So I'm going to go quickly through this
list of allegations, so please bear with me as this will take --

A Allegations?

Q Regarding the attacks in Benghazi.

A Okay.

Q It's been alleged that Secretary of State Clinton
intentionally blocked military action on the night of the attacks. One
Congressman has speculated that, quote, "Secretary Clinton told Leon

Panetta to stand down," end quote, and this resulted in the Defense
Department not sending more assets to help in Benghazi. Do you have
any evidence that Secretary of State Clinton ordered Secretary of
Defense Panetta to, quote, "stand down" on the night of the attacks?

A No.

Q Do you have any evidence that Secretary of State Clinton
issued any kind of order to Secretary of Defense Panetta on the night
of the attacks?

A No.

Q It has been alleged that Secretary Clinton personally

signed an April 2012 cable denying security to Libya. The Washington

Post Fact Checker evaluated this claim and gave it, quote, "four
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Pinocchios," end quote, its highest award for false claims.

Do you have any evidence that Secretary Clinton personally signed
an April 2012 cable denying security resources to Libyar?

A No.

Q Do you have any evidence that Secretary Clinton was
personally involved in providing specific instruction on day-to-day
security resources in Benghazi?

A No.

Q It has been alleged that Secretary Clinton misrepresented
or fabricated intelligence on the risk posed by Qadhafi to his own
people in order to garner support for military operations in Libya in
spring 2011.

Do you have any evidence that Secretary Clinton misrepresented
or fabricated intelligence on the risk posed by Qadhafi to his own
people in order to garner support for military operations in Libya in
spring 20117

A No.

Q It has been alleged that the U.S. mission in Benghazi
included transferring weapons to Syrian rebels or to other countries.
A bipartisan report issued by the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence found that, quote, "The CIA was not collecting and

shipping arms from Libya to Syria," end quote, and that they found,
quote, "no support for this allegation," end quote.
Do you have any evidence to contradict the House Intelligence

Committee's bipartisan report finding that the CIA was not shipping
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arms from Libya to Syria?

A No.

Q Do you have any evidence that the U.S. facilities in
Benghazi were being used to facilitate weapons transfers from Libya
to Syria or to any other foreign country?

A No.

Q A team of CIA security personnel was temporarily delayed
from departing the annex to assist the Special Mission Compound, and
there have been a number of allegations about the cause and the
appropriateness of that delay. The House Intelligence Committee
issued a bipartisan report concluding that the team was not ordered
to, quote, "stand down,” but that instead there were tactical
disagreements on the ground over how quickly to depart.

Do you have any evidence that would contradict the House
Intelligence Committee's finding that there was no stand-down order
to CIA personnel?

A No.

Q Putting aside whether you personally agree with the
decision to delay temporarily or think it was the right decision, do
you have any evidence that there was a, quote, "bad or improper reason"
behind the temporary delay of the CIA security personnel who departed
the annex to assist the Special Mission Compound?

A No.

Q A concern has been raised by one individual that in the

course of producing documents to the Accountability Review Board
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damaging documents may have been removed or scrubbed out of that
production. Do you have any evidence that anyone at the State
Department removed or, quote, "scrubbed" damaging documents from the
materials that were provided to the ARB?

A No.

Q Do you have any evidence that anyone at the State Department
directed anyone else at the State Department to remove or scrub damaging
documents from the materials that were provided to the ARB?

A No.

Q Let me ask these questions also for documents that were
provided to Congress. Do you have any evidence that anyone at the State
Department removed or, quote, "scrubbed" damaging documents from the
materials provided that were to Congress?

A No.

Q The last one. It has been alleged that CIA Deputy Director
Michael Morell altered unclassified talking points about the Benghazi
attacks for political reasons and that he then misrepresented his
actions when he told Congress that the CIA, quote, "faithfully
performed our duties in accordance with the highest standards of

objectivity and nonpartisanship,” end quote.

Do you have any evidence that CIA Deputy Director Mike Morell gave
false or intentionally misleading testimony to Congress about the
Benghazi talking points?

A No.

Q Do you have any evidence that CIA Deputy Director Morell
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altered the talking points provided to Congress for political reasons?

A No.

Q It has been alleged that Ambassador Susan Rice made, quote,
"intentional misrepresentation" when she spoke on the Sunday talk shows
about the Benghazi attacks.

Do you have any evidence Ambassador Rice intentionally
misrepresented facts about the Benghazi attacks on the Sunday talk
shows?

A No.

Q It has been alleged that the President of the United States

was, quote, "virtually AWOL as Commander in Chief," end quote, on the
night of the attacks, that he was, quote, "missing in action," end
quote.

Do you have any evidence to support the allegation that the
President was, quote, "virtually AWOL as Commander in Chief," end
quote, or, quote, "missing in action on the night of the attacks"?

A No.

Q It has been alleged that a team of four military personnel
at Embassy Tripoli on the night of the attacks who were considering
flying on the second plane to Benghazi were ordered by their superiors

]

to, quote, "stand down," meaning to cease all operations. Military
officials have stated that those four individuals were instead ordered
to, quote, "remain in place," end quote, in Tripoli to provide security

and medical assistance at their current location.

The Republican staff report issued by the House Armed Services
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Committee found that, quote, "There was no stand-down order issued to
U.S. military personnel in Tripoli who sought to join the fight in

Benghazi," end quote.

Do you have any evidence to contradict the conclusion of the House
Armed Services Committee that, quote, "There was no stand down-order
issued to U.S. military personnel in Tripoli who sought to join the

fight in Benghazi," end quote?

A No.

Q It has been alleged that the military failed to deploy
assets on the night of the attack that would have saved 1lives. However,
former Republican Congressman Howard "Buck" McKeon, the former
chairman of the House Armed Services Committee, conducted a review of
the attacks, after which he stated, quote, "Given where the troops were,
how quickly the thing all happened, and how quickly it dissipated, we

probably couldn't have done more than we did," end quote.

Do you have any evidence to contradict Congressman McKeon's

conclusion?
A No.
Q Do you have any evidence that the Pentagon had military

assets available to them on the night of the attacks that could have
saved lives but that the Pentagon leadership intentionally decided not
to deploy?

A No.

Q Okay. Thank you.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. Sir, just before we go off the record, I
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just want to thank you for your service.

Mr. _; Thank you.

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. And wish you the best of the luck in your

next position.

vr. |- Thank you.

Ms. Jackson. And we have no further questions. So we too thank
you for your service and wish you good luck.

vr. |- Thenk you.

Mr. Evers. Thanks, everybody.

[Whereupon, at 4:02 p.m., the interview was concluded. ]
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Ms. Jackson. Let‘s go back on the record. Again, it is

.Sharon Jacksonm The t1me 1S NOW 1 40 in the afternoon We

have reconvened in HVC 301 wh1ch is a claSS1f1ed setting,
and we are going to continue our interview with Special_Agent-'-
_ you re back on theé record. Do you

'understand that7

— Yes.

Ms", JackSon Okay  And you understand we're now in a
class1f1ed sett1ng?

_ Yes.

Ms. Jackson. Okay To the best of your ab111ty and”noyf‘”

ane,_ ¥ EOiﬂg'tO”hold you to this, but-to the extent_that-anyal'a“'

answer in your op1n1on m1ght be go1ng 1nto class1f1ed .
1nformat1on would you. so 51gn1fy7 Otherw1se We . w111 assume: =

that your answer is. 1ntended to be at the unclass1f1ed level':

. But 1t w111 be rev1ewed further by someone else for an»:

'fo]C1al determ1nat1on of c1a551f1cat1on

| Mr 'Evers Do you understand the request?r N
Hr. ——_.tnm | |
Mr Evers. Okay. . :
Ms. Jackson. :Qkay.‘fﬁlL‘right."Anylquest{ons'about_
that? | e |
Mr. .ll...llllL No.

- Ms. Jackson. 10kay.
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Mr.'Evers | If you have any questions along the way, you o

should ra1se them

. O VoS

Ms; Jackson. And everything that I told you before

about the-nature-of the'questionS' making sure that‘yOU‘aak ¥

that anyth1ng be repeated or restated 1f you don t
understand, 1t 5t111 holds th1s afternoon. All r1ght?
. O Yes. |
| .MS. Jackson. - Okay And for the record -1 think What'

we're gowng to do th1s afternoon 15 do 30- m1nute sess1ons

UI 11 ask quest1ons for 30 m1nutes and ‘then & 11 turn 1t.over

to the m1nor1ty for 30 minutes, if thatﬂs by agreement_with;

e AT m1npr1ty. 1n this sess1on. and then'we'li reevaluate

where we are and whether:we have this rpém.for a longer

‘_per1od of t1me All r1ght7

_ Yes.

EXAMINATION

- BY MS. JACKSON

Q  Before we took the break you were ta1k1ng about in.

yOurloptn10n Bengha21 was qu1eter and I be11eve that you
A-‘stated someth1ng to the effect that compared with Tr1p011'..hh

which had more 1”f1ght1ﬂg of the m111t1as .Is that 2 Fai g A8

character1zat1on;of what you 5a1d ear11er?
A Yes. -

Q - Okay. ,Can you elaboraterdn-that at alt, about why i
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you felt that Benghazi was a safer security envirbnment when

‘you were'thererin oétoﬁéf,éhd‘navamaé%-of 2011 as tomparedﬁtotr~“'

Tird pol-'ir?

A The Amerdtans at therspectal Mission in Benghazi
were not targeted.; There-were.threelsecdrity issues that t
mentioned before.-and iuhaﬂt'to‘elaborate-mOre on them. The

first one, and I'doh't recall the date it happened, but it -

-dealt w1th _ which was about a m11e iy

and. a half away from the 5pec1al M1ss1on
Q‘ : And that was 1n=ear1y November?

:‘A. That happened November 12 I believe.'aCCOrdtngftoo:;;'ﬁ

; the spot report

Mr. Evers. For the: record I'm showing the witneaéﬂwhat
had been marked Exhibit 3. - ey .
Ms. Jackson. Exh1b1t 30 okay,_ﬂx

BY M, JACKSON 5

Q _ Please etaborate as to what happened in the s

incident —

A ‘._Yes_.' There was an empty 1ot_

__ It used to be an old cow or m11k farm And the

_ — used to run’ in that empty property

"And this part]cular n1ght they came’ under Tire. Somebody waa

shoot1ng at them.
Q: ° D1rect1y at them?

A Yes, dwrectly at thenm, according to ‘the accounts
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from one of the agents that was exercising at the time. What*'_'

‘they were doing, they were running laps in that property. -

I received the call. I'm not sure about the time. -But

what ‘1 did was I 1nformed~the 17th February Brigade'and

dtspatched the armed sold1ers to the1r locatton

Q _ Okay. And d1d they take anyone 1nto custody f1nd\';"

any perpetrators, or what was the result of the February 17th"'

Br1gade go1ng there to the extent. that you- know7

’-A' Accord1ng to the 1nvest1gat1on that they conducted jﬁw;

'~th1s was the prev1ous owner of that space or that property

. He was Just scar1ng you know the folks away .

",Q" He thought they were trespassers7-t‘
A Yes.
Q 2"0kay' You ment1oned that there were three

'1nc1dents What were the other two?

‘A :. The other one happened sl1ght1y before this one on :
31 October where one of the armed sold1ers ass1gned Eo, the-.

u.s Spec1a1 M1ss1on 1n Benghaz1 “as he was dr1V1ng away., he* '

‘had f1n1shed h1s shtft and dr1v1ng away from the Spec1a1
‘M1551on was- flagged down by SQmGDOdy, and ‘they Wanted h1s '.yl?
'nweapon.rThey;knew'he'was'armed..‘Sohe refused'to surrender
“his-weapon,,and'heVSped‘oft;'and thatts'when this;person'shotr"'

.a round into his car.

Q  And was'that]reported to you or other Diplomatic. .

Security agents?
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A That was reported to me, and I sent a spot report'

'.to Washington D. Cvm,'

Q D1d you or other agents take any other act1ons

4 conduct any - 1nvest1gat1on?'

A We reported the matter 'and there was no

'funct1on1ng pol1ce department that cou1d 1nvest1gate

Q- As a result of that 1nc1dent d1d you recommend

. that any add1t1ona1 or d1fferent secur1ty.measures‘be taken?.‘

A It'wasn'tﬂtargeted against'the Americans;
Qp But it was targeted aga1nst someone who was -
employed at the Spec1a1 Mtss1on Compound7 |
{‘Af' Y¢55~.‘ : L

Q- D1d you make a determ1nat1on that it was persona1

© aga1nst that 1nd1v1dua1? I gueSS what I'm ask1ng 1s how is. o
h1t that you determ1ned that 1t wasn't targeted at h1m becauseizy]g

-::'of h1s ‘position or to h1m persona11y7

A Accord1ng to what he - told us after the fact the-_,

only th1ng that they asked h1m was, you know do you work at

the SpeC1a1 M1ss1on the Spec1a1 U S, M1SS10n and are you"dit.‘
‘armed? - And that S when he sa1d yes and sped off and that-s{

4~when they ‘shot 1nto his car. They ]ust wanted_h1svweapon;

Q. "And’ the th1rd 1nc1dent what'was that7's

h}A -; The th1rd 1nc1dent 1 don 't recall the date but itiiiﬁ

. was the day that. they captured Sa1d Qadhaf1 _and'when news 1}{;‘:

broke out throughout Benghaz1,‘everybody started~shoot1ng up.
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in the]air. So at a distance I could hear artillery

| explosions. I could hear.Close‘tohthe Speeﬁal'U.S: Mission

small arms fire being shot in the air, and we knew that

fi because several rounds‘did‘1mpact-1nsidé'the perimeter{; And.‘

\

1 instructed everybody to stay inside the buildings,

1nc1ude the local guard force

Q Was that the on1y t1me that you requ1red the peOple

"_stay1ng at the compound to stay w1th1n the. compound and-

restrlct the1r movements?.

A To the best of my: retotiectiongfltbelteve s0, yes;ﬂ“; _

But -- | o _ . e . * D S
- Q 'Go'ahead

A iLet me cont1nue 'This'thirdhincideht; when

_feverybody was shoot1ng up 1in the air, there Was'a-“'

rocket propelled grenade that 1anded on the street close to:

"the entrance 0f_V111a C, the majn entrance.to V1L1a C5,50<If

‘had-an'unexploded r0cket-propetled.grenade_or ordnance in-the -

street'1n‘c1ose-prox1mﬁty‘to Vilta B So I 1nstructed ofr Iv -

called the 17th February Br1gade to come- and remove it land

‘they d1d

Q ,‘For that 1nctdent,.did you‘jssué a Spqt'FEbort?ﬂ.'
A lNegative; P ) ' ‘e

Q - And just. for ctarificatjon._whatisa spot report?
Whatfs its purpose?: N ' ' '

A p A spot report is any security issue that happens
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" that involves, you know, the personnel of the Spec1al

Mtssion;r So since T know we weren t targeted I don t .recall ‘
if 1 reported it, but it wasn't -- we weren 't the: target

Q' Do you recall that. dur1ng your t1me in Benghazi,

*'that an Amer1can c1t1zen Was k1dnapped?

A 1 don't recall.
- Q - The time that, wnenever Saif Qadhafilwas captured

and you ordered the personnel to stay w1th1n the compound

conf1nes, aga1n, was that the only t1me that you 1mposed

additional security measures on the U.S. personnel that were

Ahere?

E K. Let me see. 1 be11eve 1 also restr1cted movement

_whenever there was demonstrat1ons downtoWn,or a 1arge'

f gather1ng of pe0p1e downtown

. And how often would that occur?
A - don t remember
Q- Did it happen once. or,twice'whjle you were;tnereforfjfz'

‘once a week or more often than that7'

;A‘A T remember b - happened several ttmes wh11e I was };ﬁ‘
tnere,- : |
| Q. Okay.. Andwould you know in advance fhaf'thesé““t"
demonstrations were gotng toataKE'place?. o '

A Yes. | | - o

Q- And nowwould you get that ﬁnformation?

A We would get that information GG
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Q- okay. _ shared

1nformat1on and 1nte111gence with you7
A Yes. , o _ " .
v T T T T ST

- And were they there when you anrived?

Q
A
Q
A Yes. 7 | ‘ o . - e
A d I.don't know. - . T el
Q0 Okay. And you said they were a little oyér'a-mjtg ;
away? 7 | | ‘
:A  About a m11e‘and'aina1f ';. |
'Q. A m11e and a half Okay Can you descr1be or‘

compare and contrast the secur1ty—/ersus 2

the secur1ty that was at the Spec1a1 M1ss10n Compound? Was

"1t s1m11ar? ‘Was it cameras?f,D1d they have attatk? D1d they'

have local guard force, any:host hation support? Can you‘
jdst kjndfbf‘combare and‘dontrast wnat~the,5petial M1s§1one
C"omp‘Ound had —? . o
M Evets. If.ydu kndw. S S < 3
 Mr. _ I dOn't ‘know,_..becau'se I -wa"s'-h"-t'l e ',y'od

know, there was -- we were limited as to where, you know, we

could go whenever we went over there,

BY MS. JACKSON:

Q  Okay. And how often would you go NN’
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A B i 2 week, three or four timés. That's
what I recall, yes. o A W "_'

-Q. :Okay. So you' d-phys1ca11y go over there three or J;_f
fouretﬁmes a week? | | "

A .Yee. and this was to drive the Envoy over there fef |
briefings. | .

| Q Okay. So would-he get security intelligence

‘briefings MG

AT don't.know.
Q  Okay. You didn't sit in on those briefings?
A " No. |

Q'“J Did you phys1ca11y accompany h1m when ‘he would goJ:,\__

-over there?

A. . YES, several times. : . ws

_'Qq Okay. And would— come and
v1s1t the compound? -

A '__Yesj 7

Q Did ybu,eVef do_any‘joint_security tra1ning‘thh'

them, a field exércise, things like that, ‘to.either test or.

‘reinforce your and your agents' abilities? -.

A No.

Q , 01d-they‘ever provide any training for the Febfuéry Gy

17th Brigade or your local guard -force?

A No.

Q . I want to return to the few times or several times
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- — would give you some sort of advance’ warmng that a

'demonstrat1ons?

12

that there were demonstrations that occurred where you would .

restrict the movements of the'State Départmeht‘péerhhélfthat'

‘were at the Special Mission Compound. Was there a particular

time of déY,ihat these'demonstrations WOUldVOCCﬁf? Morhiﬁg;
n00n; evénihg, night? ' ' _— . fw o
: -‘Afternhon,‘closet to §véntng.
& Late'afternbon?
,'Late afternoon yég

A
Q
A
'Q  Okay. Typ1ca11y at that time? .
A Yes. . |
Q

Okéy And would there be a part1cu1ar day of the

fweék such as Fr1days that they would occur, if you.recall?fﬂrfl

K. 1 don t reca11

'-Q “And you sa1d that you. had --— 2

demonstrat1on was. g01ng to occur?
A " Yés._‘
- A

B ..: Th‘your knowiedge;_were.RPGs ever.fired'duting-thé'?h”[

‘:A‘_g'Not to my knowledge

. Mortars ever f1red?
~ No. | 7

Okay.'hAnonther.typequ weapohs fired? h'

. During those demonstrations?

L 3 g e,

© Yes.
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A I don t know because we were far away from: the

_demonstrat1on We wouldn t go close to TS

Q  Would you hear'any firearms?
A Not on the compound
Q - Okay. T want to now turn to the issue that arose

“when yoo were there about whether:the Spec1al‘M15510n
Compound was going to be extended, was going to stay in that

~ current location, or whether it was going to move someplace

elSe?.
A Yes. _p y % iy ¢ y KRS o 1 ad
Q:_Okay. - And you were part of that diacdssiOn,'-Ia'_x
that,corrett? | | "
. ,A. anes;

Q ’-‘bkay Tell us what you Were told or learned about

.‘why the Spec1a1 sts1on Compound m1ght be extended past the

'_end of 20117

,A : They were go1ng to be extended due to the fact that w ,
not the ent1re government had moved. to Tr1p011 ' I be11eve- -
there was . a part of the. government that stayed in Bengha21

:Q" So the Un1ted States Government wa’s - go1ng to
ma1nta1n a presence in. Benghaz1 also Is thatlcorreet?)

fA__ Yesh | | | | | "

Q. Okay.. And you stated that - there were a few,

‘1ocat1ons that were . under cons1derat1on Is ‘that correct?‘zﬁ""“

« A Yes ,‘there were three locations. v
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Q. . And would you describe those three locations for

us? .

A - Yes. The current cbmpound that we occupied. There

was a property_ - And there was a third

'property several miles from the U.5, Spec1a1 M1sswon

'Q_ Was that third property also a villa compound typelff-

property?
A Yes.
Q  And what, in your opinton were-the pros:ahd.tonsflirﬂ'}

.of the vartous 1ocat1ons that you looked at? .

c oA Okay. Let S: start w1th the current compound that

:we‘occupied; We: had three V111as A, B and ke The bu11d1ng-

Cor thg.house the v111a Sn- A ‘was in close prox1m1ty to one

of'the Walls S0 1t didn' t have the necessary setback from 5e‘ff

r_the external wall So that was-a con, you know 1f we were fn'
‘to stay there But the other two v111as had proper setback

j7w1th the except1on of the off1ce space behind 1n V111a B

“didn't have the correct setback from the back per1meter wall i'

'.m Villa B.

Q And how far was that setback to B? .

iA I don‘t_recatl " Do you have the d1agram of the

Compound?
i \ ;
Q A don t have one with me r1ght now
A Okay.

Q - Okay. But it was a sizeable'distance?




10 .
11
12" -

13

14
15

‘16

17

18
19 |

20

21
gy
oy
o

25"

> o0 » o0 > o > |I

1D

A It was a sizeable distance.

Q : Okay ‘And the property that was—
- what were- the pros-and cons of that?
| 'A Only one entrance. There_was a vacant_property
right behind it with aceesé.to -- vehicular access. One of
the buildings was against the back wall, so there;wastnO"

setback at all' And the setback, I believe, on the western . .

: wall wasn' t that much

Q Were there any pros to relocatmg_

Not really Secur1tyW1se no.

,_Was there any d15cuss1on of moving back to a hote17
Yes. . | |
Okay And what was. your op1n1on of that7

:*It was a bad 1dea | |

 Andrwhy do you say that?"">

Beeauée'the'hotel where-they sterted:out,<where the :‘

Spec1a1 U - M1ss1on started out there was a securityo'

: 1nc1dent before I- got there

QT_ And were you told whether that was d1rected at the Ly

' Amer1cans or. other Westerners7

'A"_ I don’ t recall
Q %,Okay But there wWas'a secur1ty 1nc1dent at the Ea
hotel where the_U.S. detegat1on was stay1ng?

A Yes.
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Q .

. Okay. And do you recall what that security

incident was?

A

Q
A
Q
A

It was a vehicle éxplosion,in the parking_lot;

Okay. And was that a busy hotel?

:‘Yes,'extremety busy.

Popular hotel then?

Popular hotel. And in the lobby, a lot of the

airlines were operating out Qf the‘lobby of that hotel.

Q

&
2

°S6 it had a lot of foot traffic?
o 24 | : '

- We talked‘éarliér this morning about the_DS;agenté

had personal tracking devices?

A

Q
A
Q
A

5 0 p ¥~
! . " ) * ‘
g < )

Q E

Yes
Okay.V'What ére those called :again?
T

Tell me what those:ére.

Yes

But the Envoy did not have one?

 No.
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Q | Do you know if he had one- before you arrived?
A I don t recall : Well, I don' t know I wasn g o
" there. | | | | |
'Q - Okay.- Yeu weren“t toldtadjdn't read any reports.bt_;n

- anything like that -- .

A No,
Q h --_that'ihdicated whether he ‘had one or .not?
A NO.

Q Okay. - Is At typ1ca1 or atyp1cal in a h1gh threat

post for the hwghest rank1ng fore1gn serv1ce off1cer to have

- a tracker- if you know7 -

A '_I don't know

N Okay1 D1d you recommend that the Envoy have a

- . tracker?

& dOn‘t'fecall ' But the th1ng 45 that there were

~ always agents in close prox1m1ty to him at all t1mes

Q So ‘Wwhen he WOuld attend a meet1ng the agents‘woutd

-he‘in the room w1th h1m7

A "Yes. _ -

Q-  "Okay Would the agents keep the trackers w1th themi'
hhen\they were w1th1n the walls" of the compound?
| A _:Yesf 7 -

Q  So they had.to have them'on them;ﬁ4/7?‘i

AL Yes, | o s
Q,

Okay. And was that a general DS requirement-er
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your personal requ1rement of them or both?

A Both
Q‘ Both.

Were there any other security threats that you were made

. aware of wh11e you were in Benghaz1 d1rected at e1ther

Americans or Western‘1ntere5ts?

A I don t recall

Q‘ I want to go back_ f‘or a moment and
eXpand a 11tt1e b1t on your statement —would

‘prov1de you w1th advance not1ce before demonstrat1ons Was;

there other 1nformat1on other 1nte111gence _

'.prov1ded you regard1ng the 5ecur1ty s1tuat1on in Benghaz1 and

1L1bya7

:A' Not to me

Q Did the agents that worked for you, did any of themf7i“

attend br1ef1ngs _egardmg the secur1ty Ea s

's1tuat1on in Benghaz1 and/or L1bya7 '

‘A T don't recall

Q What, 'Tf A0y 1ﬂt6111gence reports did you get or 5,77'

review 1f any wh11e you were in Benghaz1 regard1ng the

-Jsecur1ty s1tuat1on7‘

Al .............?
Q 2 From any éoorce.a |
A .i‘dOn'tfrecall'at-this time;
Q

'i‘No CIA tables forwarded to you? '
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A No.~
.Q' ' No internal State Department 1nte111gence reports
being sent regarding the Near East?
Mr. Evers. If you remember.
_ I don't renember.
~ BY MS. JACKSON: '
Q . You don‘t recallhreceiving any?
A I doh'{ FeEaTL,
Q. ”Any‘military reburts?
A, - I.den‘t rememberu‘l
Q 'Okay. Was.there'any type of military bresenCe in -

or around Benghazi or in Libya?

A U.S. military presence?
Q. | Yes. | |
A °‘No.

' Go1ng back to the shooting 1nc1dent _

~do ‘you know- why _caued D1p10mat1c

Secur1ty to ass1st7 Did they tell you? Or do you know?

A .Yes, because they Kknew about the armed guards that'

‘ we had.

g ArmEd‘Libyan‘guards7

A Armed L1byan guards yes.

Q Ok-ay Was there any type of agreement— |

S S T RN,

would come to eachrother as rescue or aid in an incident,. in
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- any type of 1nc1dent7

A There was never anythtng in wr1t1ng
_ Q Was there any verbaI agreement d1scuss1on or-

understand1ng7

AT don t recall 1f there ‘was ever- one.durwng the
time that I was there | |

Q Okay. Did you expect though, if you called, that
they would come. runn1ng7 ' | |

‘A 5 Yes, |

Msvaackson} II see that the t1me is approach1ng my 3

30—minUte Limit., I have about 2‘m1nutes left, but I m go1ng

_ to wa1ve the rest of my t1me and turn 1t over to. the m1nor1ty B

rat th1s t1me for the next 30 m1nutes

uM.. Evers Before we go off the record momentar11y I

“would ]USt 11ke to po1nt out ‘that at rio- p01nt did the w1tness

: des1gnate an answer as c1asS1f1ed but we can talk of f the

record about the appropr1ate way to rev1ew the transcr1pt forr'

- c1a551f1ed 1ssues

EXAMINATION
- BY MS SACHSMAN GROONS _
0 If I puld just start back With the 1nc1dent _

_ November I th1nk llth o 12th You sa1d I th1nk

| ]ust now— caIIed the" Spec1a1 M1ss1on Compound

: for-help because they knew about“your-armed Libyan guards.

Is that right?
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A . Yes.
Q Were the armed Libyan guards that responded -

- EEE that you weére referring to the ones that were living in-

the SMC?
A . Yes.
Q " So- were those the same peOple that you then

referred to as be1ng outstand1ng in the note?

A'ff They were part of the Br1gade yes

Q '. So can you exp1a1n how that response happened? Ia y’:*

sounds llke they called you Can‘you ]ust,malk_me through .

those steps? :

‘A' - Sure, I rece1ved a call from them -~ 1t was a-‘

rad1o call -- that they were rece1v1ng f1re the folks that £

were exerc1s1ng r1ght beh1nd the1r compound And I don t

recall 1f they asked for help,,but we d1d Volunteer the fact :

'that we ‘had. the armed guards and that we would send them over f

there to 1nvest1gate

0 'VAnd then the armed guards from ‘the Spec1a1 M1551on -

'Compound{ those f1ve Feb 17 1nd1v1duals d1d they:alt'go?

A ‘. No. We kept some w1th us

. And why. d1d you keep some w1th you?
| Because we needed protect1on

;Do you recall how many went?

;I don t recall

o > o > o

V,And the ones' that went,dwere they:then'joined:by_
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others from Feb 17?
‘A  Yes.
Q Do you know how many?

A I don't recall. .I didn't leave the Special

"Mission.

;Q"f'But it was'your‘understanding that the ones"that-'

'you had contacted w1th1n the Feb 17 -- February 17 m111t1a

group that were 1ocated 1ns1de of the Spec1a1 H1ss1on

'Compound, then cohtacted others from the February 17 m111tie;'

' 1s that accurate?

.”Br1gade; yes.
And then A{
‘ They responded

= i they responded as d group. ent1ty —

. 'Can you-be more 5pec1f1c7 I'mean. are.you ta1k1ng

> o o >

. about the ones 11v1ng in the Spec1a1 M1ss1on and the others :,i}.

coming from the Br1gade?‘
Qi ;‘Yes.' 7 | O
A - No, I don t recall | i‘don}t rememBEr; f
Q Okay ' But February 17 the mﬁlttia:Brigéde
responded_ | '
A Yes.a _ _ o
Q . Okay. And it wae your understanding-thét theydid
that qUitkly?. i N -
| A | ree.l
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Q Did you ever consider sending Diplomatic Security

agents _

A- I don't recall. 1 don't remember if they did or -
not. But.I never.considered-it‘ '
'Q°  You don't recall if D1plomat1c Secur1ty agents

responded —?

A Right. I don't recall: I think it was just the

. Brigade members.

- Q Okay . 50 you th1nk it was ]ust the February 17th
Bmgade_ Sy
A‘ : Yes .

Q ; wOuld there have been a reason to keep the__

.D1plomat1c Secuthy agents on the compound?.

A Yes,
Q What would that reason have‘been?*
A The secur1ty of ‘the Special MTSS10n 0r1g1na11y weg[ij

-d1dn t know what was going on—

__Q__ And so when February 17th responded qu1ck1y were‘~
they able to resolve the s1tuat1on7‘ 7
': A They did the1r‘1nvestjgatjong.
Q d,And the“shooting'stopped"I assume?'

A ‘Oh, the shooting stOpped long before yedh,'iong'

'before they got there..

Q, Okay. And is 1t fa1r to say that becaUSe February

17 responded, there was no need to send D1plomat1c Secur1ty
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agents or the February 17 individuals who were the armed

| 1ndw1duals within the Special Mission Compound —

A~ * That wasn't their mission.

lQ What was their‘mission?

A  Their mission was the. security of"the U.S. Special
‘Mission. |

BY MR. WOOLFORK:
Q - Mr. I ‘earh'er' you were discussing the

three different.options that you assessed -- -

A Yes.
L A as alternat1ves to == OFf actually 1nc1ud1ng the f;yj

compound Tiself, but-I don t th1nk you finished d1scuss1ng

opt1on-three ?wh1ch was, the fac111ty which was.-I;be11evel aé-;

you said, it was several miles away. I“m WOndering ﬁt'you

"could talk ‘about the bros and cons of that third faC111ty7

AA Yes, it was a compound. 1t had several bu11d1ngs

And- I didn't like it because 1t didn’ t have the setback. Qnef

_ of the bu11d1ngs -- or several bu11d1ngs were aga1nst the' "

d external walls And there was another b1g 1ssue that I

looked at. R1ght next ‘to the property, there was a gas

" station.,

'Q"r And what was your concern about the prox1m1ty of

'the gas stat1on?

I Sl Securitywise you know “that could have been a big

exploston; and it could have breached one of the walls But
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I never cons1dered that prOperty due to the fact that we'
d1dn t have the setback in several of the bu11d1ngs
Q . In several options you d1scussed the concerns about

lack of setback. What were some of the other factors that

~ you cons1dered in terms of assess1ng those other fac111t1es?

I th1nk you also had mentioned access1b1l1ty to some of those
in terms of entrances number of entrances?, |

A :' Yes. I looked at how many routes we had to. get to"

those places and the property [EEG—S

'There was ‘a good paved route but I did not 11ke the s
-secondary route due to. the fact that it was a d1rt road and
"you had h1gh walls on both s1de5 : That would havé‘been

tfperfect fof A ambush

Q'.: In terms of the threats or the pr1mary concernS‘»d"'

',about poss1b1e threats to any of the fac111t1es. was therer'"'

any part1cu1ar threat that you kept in-the front of your'“:"'

'you were concerned about a large EXp10510n and earl1er youif?.3%

mind? Because you had mentwoned 1n terms of the gas stat1onu;~uﬁ

_'had talked about if there was a veh1c1e or an explos1ve at a

';hotel : Was there a concern about-'11ke a 1arge bomb1ng; orfi.-{

what were some of the cOncerns 1n terms of setback7

| A Well, that was a concern of m1ne.= So that was. o
something that I looked at:

Ms. Sachsman Grooms. I'm sorry. What was the big

concern of yours?:
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_ That, you know -- you're talking about

th1s th1rd property, the one with the gas station'right'nextﬁ

‘ to 1t7‘

Mr. Woolfork. Right, but in addition in terms of the

issue of setback as it applied to the other facilities as-

“well, whether ‘or not explosion was another concern. at some of -

these other facilities and that's the reason why‘you were
concerned about the lack of 5etback7 -

Mr. _ There were three bu11d1ngs in that

'part1cu1ar property. Two of the bu11d1ng5 were aga1n5tthe--
-eXternaI;ualtS.The third building 'the one in the htddle-
. was foo, close to the rear wall. It did not have suff1c1ent T
:'aetback:, So thatwasa:nohstarter_for me., 1 dec1ded that
,‘foreeeeurity,'that was a’bad propertp s |

"Ms. Sachsman Grooms And . this was: the th1rd 0pt1on7io;“¢f”f

_ The third opt1on yes '. o - :

eMs. Sachsman Grooms. Okay.

BY MR. WOOLFORK
- Q | Now, in terms of one of the opt10ns of cotocat1on"

d1d you have any, I-guess, time whwle you were there to

_assess the efficacy _

A . Can you be more spec1f1c?
Q"h Sure.
A What is your questTOn?

Q@  In terms of the p0551b111ty —
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B e there pros and cons MG

A The cons were mainly the security of that property

next-door. Only one way in, one gate, -an empty lot that was

accessible by vehicle, and, you know, the western wall was
too close tojthe main building and the rear building was

against the back wall,

Q. ’- And were there any pros to that .site, in your -
opinion?
A Oh‘-andrI forgot, you know, the secondary route

g01ng in there
Q-;- The lack of a secondary route7
A Well there was a secondary route but as i'sadd~

befOre it.was -a route a d1rt _road w1th h1gh walls on both

‘51des So I didn' t even cons1der that- property

The best property in. terms of secur1ty was the estt1ng .

property where the U. S Spec1a1 M1ss1on was 1ocated The5

. only thing I didn't 11ke about ‘the current 10cat1on was the‘

Villa A. The ma1n-bu11d1ng‘was too close to one'of the

z-ekternal walls' “And in my assessment I let them know if we -

get’ r1d of V111a A you know we could work w1th V1llas B andgf}f
Ms. Sachsman Grooms ~ And d1d ‘they get r1d of V111a A7..
_ Yes, they ‘d1d. Not during the t1me that-'

I was there
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Ms. Sachsman Grooms. After youvhad'left?
vr. S Yes. | N
BY MR. WOOLFORK: -

Q- And who did you make your assessment to in-terms of

Vyour recommendat1ons based on secur1ty7

A D1plomat1c Secur1ty

'_Q - And who would that have been7 _Would t_ha't-'bave-

3 — who was, the desk offi cer. or anbther_ g"

1nd1v1dua1?

CA . Yeah, I th1nk 1t was the desk off1cer

Q Dur1ng th1s per1od did you have any conversat1ons:

ijh then-Spec131 Envoy_Stevens regard1ng‘your‘assessments at - .-

the time?
A . Yes.

g - 'And:db you know --°

A Well, let's go. back ‘I believe that Special Envoy-ffff

‘ ‘bAnd thls would have been w1th the pr1nc1pa1 officer tha

replaced h1m His name is _

t

Q. And did you have conversat1ons w1th Pr1nc1pal

.0fficer — regardmg your assessments7 _'3

'Al'f The pros and ¢ons. o
.'Q_ Yesl |
A -< of every 1ocat10n dealing w1fh_securﬁty?

 did.

Yes,’

28

Sfevens Was aiready gone o X be11eve he departed November 1%,

'I_
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.Q  And did he concur with your recommendations?

A Well, he wasn't a security expert, but he had to A

'because I made the assessment perta1n1ng to secur1ty

Mr. WOolfork Okay

.:MS. Sachsman Grooms Was there any d15cuss1on about anr g

= optmn that - mcluded — in a different locat‘lon"

M. -— I don't recal'L

Ms Sachsman Grooms ' Can we g0 - off the record for a_'-

m1nute7

[Whereupon a£_2:30.p.m.; the‘intervjew waS'cOncluded;]
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